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18. In company with Miss Farrar went 

p Magagaum to converse with Mr. S., Mrs. H., 

ind Mrs. C., respecting their Christian knowl- 

pand experience. They have all requested 

® received into the mission church at our 

*t communion. In the judgment of charity 

their’ Christian knowledge and experience are 

p justify their request and the church’s 

i of them to her communion. Mrs. H. 

read, and speaks English very imper- 

tly. Her experience shows very strikingly 

t it is the work of the Holy Spirit to enlight- 

nd renovate the soul. Mrs. C. is the wife 

Mr. C. who was received into the church two 

pars ago, and who is now employed asa cate- 

hist in the mission. They were both formerly 
the Romish church. 

. Attended the annual meeting of the 

bay Auxiliary Bible Society, lel! at the 

y of St. Thomas church. Several résolu- 

were passed, anil speeches male by the 

he operations of this are in- 


ing yearly, and they wi ¢:. to in- 
e till the word of life is 
jon of these millions of inhads 
Dewallee Festival 


Det. 15. The great Dewall 
bserved by all classes of nat 

"to-day ‘and will continue three days. It 
ing the commencement of their commercial 
w year, all business in all mercantile houses, 
nd indeed in every departinent, is suspended. 
During this festival, gambling anid all kinds of 
entions pleasures may be indulged with im- 
nity from the laws. At evening the streets 
re illuminated and thronged by all classes of 
16. After tea took a walk through the streets 
and bazars. Every temple, house, store, grog- 
shop, Sc. is more or Jess decorated with paint- 
ings, pictures, and looking-glasses, and bril- 
Jiantly illuminated according to the taste, or 
ability, or liberality of the occupants. Some 
of the large and lofiy houses of the more 
wealthy natives are magnificently adorned with 
choice paintings from Europe and China.— 
Probably the expense of the paintings, mirrors, 
chandeliers, and lamps, in one of these native 
palaces, exclusive of the oil consumed and the 








expense of a rich entertainment, amounts to 
not less than 50,000 or 60,000 rupees; perhaps 
100,000. The principal streets connected with 
the bazars were so crowded with natives, on 
fot and in carriages, as scarcely to adinit of 
passing. Sweetmeats of various kinds, and all 
sorts of toys were exposed for sale. On the 
whole, I never before witnessed a scene which 
would compare with it in variety and splendor. 
I say splendor, because the millions of lamps 
lighted up through the city, and the reflections 
of the mirrors, spread a glowing atmosphere 
over and through the city, above which dark- 
ness brooded ; and in which the splendor and 
riches of a little busy world were exhibited.— 
But alas! how short lived the scene at which 
so many thousands of mortals gaze with won- 
der! In less than five short hours light will 
have disappeared, and the whole scene envelo- 
ped iu darkness. Au aptemblem of the great 
ness and glory of man—for a time it may daz- 
zle, but while mortals gaze and wonder it is 
gone. 

30. At evening a public meeting was held 
at Mr. Wilson’s for thanksgiving and praise to 
God for disposing the hearts of the British ru- 
lers here to abolish the horrid rite of suttees. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


XTRACTS FROM A GENERAL LETTER OF 
MISSIONARIES, DATED JUNF 28th, 1831. 


THE 


At the general meeting of the missionaries 
which oceurred soon after the arrival of the 
New England, the location of the several mem- 
bers of the reinforcement was agreed upon.— 
Mr. Johnstone is to reside at Honolulu to aid in 
the secular labors of that station. Mr. Bald 
win is to reside at Waimea, the new station for 
invalids, on the island of Hawaii, with refer- 
ence to the medical wants of that station. Mr. 
Dibble is to reside at Hilo, to which station Mr. 
Green is also to remove, while Mr. Goodrich is 
to take charge of the press at Honolulu, during 
the ill health of Mr. Shepard. Mr. Tinker is 
to remain for the present at Honolulu with 
reference to his proceeding to the Washington 
Islands, should Providence open the way for 
the establishment of a mission there. 

Preaching and Admission lo the Churches. 

You. will rejoice that at all the permanent 
stations preaching has been maintained, and 
listened to as usual, and that for a considerable 
part of the year 1830, it was maintained at 
Wailuku on Maui, and at Waimea on Hawaii, 





674 


where there appears the same encouragement 
to preach the word, to be instant in season and 
out of season, as in every other place where 
the doctrines of the cross have been faithfully 
exhibited in the isles of the Pacific. While 
your missionaries have been holding forth the 
words of truth, we trust the Spirit of God has 
in not a few cases made it the means of sanc- 
tifying the sinner and edifying his people. All 
the churches have received considerable addi- 
tions during the period in question, amounting 
to 136. Good attention has been given by the 
people to inquiry and prayer meetings and oth- 
er means of improvement. 


Admitted 
Churches peed 
. my. 
Tauai, be 24 P 
Honolulu, 
Labaina, 
Kailua, 
Kaawatoa, 
Hilo, 
Waimea, 


Total Ca ndi- 


ad. dates. Suspended. 
39 


26 
24 
22 


1 
2 
3 


The attention to schools at all the stations 
has been sustained ; at Oahu and Tawai it has 
increased, and the progress in many of them 
has been desirable, though for the want of com- 
petent teachers, by no means so great as inight 
otherwise be expected. 


Schools. 
200 
250 


Learners 
9,000 

10,336 

11,000 
3,814 
4,400 
7,587 


Able to read. 
5,443 
722 


unknown 
unknown 


© 


Tauai, 

Honolulu, 
Lahaina, 173 
Kailua, 50 
Kaawaloa, (est’m.) = 


Hilo, 
Waimea, 145 4,595 
961 50,732 


While the population remains the same | 
number of schools and learners cannot be ex- 
cted to increase much. More than one fourth 
of all the people are now enrolled in the 
schools. 
Printing and Preparation of Books. 

The following tabular view will exhibit the 
works printed with the number of copies and 
pages of which the editions consist, since the 
last statements were made on the subject. 


Pages. 
192 
36 
108 
8 
8 


Copies. 
10,000 
25,000 
10,000 
50,000 
10,000 
30 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
4,500 
hua, 10,000 
Catechism, (4th ed.) 3 10,000 
Various small works, amounting in all to 


Pages. 

Scripture History, 

First book for children, 

Epistles, Rom, to 1 Thess. 

Spelling book, (6,7 & 8 eds.) 

Appendix to do. (3d ed.) 
inutes of Gen. Meeting, 

First 23 Psalms, 

Hymns, (5th ed.) 

Joseph, (2d ed.) 


44 
24 





Total, 


Sandwich Islands. 


[Makrcu, 


Adding to this 387,000 copies and 10,287,800 
pages previously printed at the Islands, and the 
3,345,000 of pages printed in this country, con- 
sisting of a large edition of the gospels of Mat- 
thew, Mark, and John, and two or three tracts ; 
the whole number of pages printed for the peo- 
ple of the Sandwich Islands is raised to 21,031, 
380 pages. Reckoning all the works printed in 
a continuous series, the number of pages iu the 
series would be about 1,280. 

Nearly the whole New Testament has already 
been translated and printed in the Hawaiian 
language. The five books of Moses, and the 
book of Joshua, with twenty-three Psalms, 
have been translated and printed entire, or eo- 
pious tracts have been composed from them, 
presenting a full view of the history and the 
instructions they contain; and all the other 
historical books of the Old Testament and the 
remainder of the Psalms are in the course of 
translation, aud may be expected soon to be 
published. A large portion of these are already 
in extensive circulation among the pie. 

The following plan for translating and pr 
paring books, during the current year, w 
adopted by the missiouaries at the gene 
meeting, and the various parts of it assigne 
to the several members of the mission 
executed. 

1. That the assignments of the 
remaining unfinished, and now in the ba 
the translators, be continued as before. 

2. That Messrs. Richards and Andrews 
requested to translate the books of Judges « 
Ruth, and the last 70 Psalms, beginning at t 


Bist. 


3. That the book of 1 Samuel be assigne 
to Mr. Thurston for translation. 

4. That the book of 2 Samuel be assig 
to Mr. Bishop for translation. 

5. Thatthe Psalms from the 23d to the 8 


ng the different parts of its e 
int individuals, and then of g 
sing the work for the press. 

8. That Mr. Richards be requested to 
lect and prepare for the press a volume of pre 
tical and doctrinal sermons in the Hawaiié 
language. 

9. That Messrs. Whitney and Gulick 
requested to prepare a tract on civil histo 
and Mr. Green a tract on ecclesiastical his 
tory. 
10. That the above works be revised in the 
same manner as were the translations of the 
last year. 

11. A work on book-keeping to Mr. Cham- 
berlain. 

12. A Sunday school tract to Mr. Ruggles. 

13. A tract on marriage to Mr. Clark. 

14. The committee would further recom- 
mend, that the four gospels already published 
be revised preparatory to the entire re-publica- 
tion of the New Testament, in the. following 
manner; viz. That the gospel of Matthew be 
assigned to Mr. Bishop ; that the gospel of Mark 
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be assigned to Mr. Richards; that the gospel of 
Luke be assigned to Mr. Bingham, and the gos- 
pel of John be assigned to Mr. Thurston: and 
that each gospel after passing from the hands 
of the revisor, shall be submitted to the review 
of the other three before it be transcribed for 
the press. 

Messrs. Richards, Andrews and Bishop, were 
chosen the committee recommended in the 
above report. 

Prevalence of the Christian form of Marriage. 

The great change in the domestic habits and 
relations of the islanders which has been effect- 
ed by the intfoduction of Christianity has often 
been mentioned. Five or six years ago the 
Christian form of marriage was unknown on 
the islands. Nor was there any other form that 
could not be sundered at any moment by the 
will of the parties. The breaking of the mar- 
riage contract, such as it was, was a thing of 
the most common occurrence, leading to great 
misery and great moral pollution. Now, prob- 

| fow persons who would be called respect- 

on the islands, residing within a day’s 
urney of any of the stations, can be found 
ving together as heads of families, who have 
heen. solemnly married in the Christian 
Instances are rare where the mar- 

ract is grossly violated. 
whole number of marriages at the seven 
ms, during the year now under review, is 

tless more than 2,000. 


Communion Season at Oahu. 


Dn the 19th the chapel at Oahu presented a 
becially interesting scene, when 30 native can- 
idates, before propounded, were baptized and 
Amitted to the native church at this place, 

sisting now of about 125 meffhers, who 
joined with seventeen of the brethren and 

eral of the sisters of the mission in celebra- 
the Lord’s supper. 

ne different islands, 

p native churches, 

tions were presen 

oo] took his seat wih the 

joint celebration of the d 
p gave his blood to redeer 
ed and tongue and peop 
right have seen, had you been present, 
stian brethren met at tha table of our com- 
bn Lord, from England, Scotland, the United 
tes of America, from the Society Islands, 

i from the diferent churches at Tauai, Hon- 

uu, Lahaina, Kailua, Kaawaloa, aud Hilo: 
| bowing at the same altar, al! acknowledging 
veir need of being washed in the atoning blood 

of Christ, and of being fel with that bread 
which came down from heaven to give life to 
the world. You would have been ready to ex- 
claim with sweet and grateful emphasis, The 
Lord hath done great things for us whereof we 
are glad, and blessed be his holy name for ever. 
We would thank God and take courage; and 
we would again humbly ask that the friends of 
the mission would by no means suspend their 
earnest prayers, nor remit their best exertions 
to help on this work, “for there remaineth yet 
much land to be possessed,”—not only on these 
shores, where the 400 converts admitted inta 


Hints to aid Christians, & 
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our churches scarcely diminish the ranks of 
those that are without, but still more among 
many of the nations where the Saviour is not 
known at all. 

The chiefs being assembled from the differ- 
ent islands at this place, and otbers favorably 
disposed, formed themselves into a Temper- 
ance Society, on the general principle of entire 
abstinence from the use of ardent spirits for 
pleasure or civility, and from epgaging in dis- 
tilling or vending the same for gain. This so- 
ciety, it is hoped, will be a national permanent 
institution, and a happy safeguard to the pres- 
ent generation and a lasting blessing to future 
generations ; an institution which, though very 
humble and at present very obscure and fee- 
ble, may yet claim kindred with the nobler na- 
tional temperance society of the United States, 
which now waves the banner of deliverance 
to our drowning country, and gives her high- 
born pledge to stay the glory that was depart- 
ing from her. 





‘MISCELLANEOUS. 


HINTS DESIGNED TO AID CHRISTIANS IN THEIR 
EFFORTS TO CONVERT MEN TO GOD. 


Under this title, we have before us a small 
18mo. pamphlet of 32 pages, recently published 
at Philadelphia, which we regard as a treasure 
peculiarly to be prized at the present time. It 
is go brief that all can read it, so plain that all 
can understand it, and so pointed that all can 
feel it, who are desirous of the high privilege 
of “converting a sinner,” and “saving a 
from death.” The great and universal Chris- 
tian duty on which it purports to give some 
practical hints, is that of “conversing with men 
with reference to their immediate repentance.” 
The whole is most tersely expressed, in num- 
bered paragraphs, under the heads of 1, The 
duty and its importance. 2. Preparation. 3. 
Things to be done. 4. Cautions. 5. Manner 

performing the duty, and 6. Concluding re- 
arks. Whatever churches shall furnish each 
of their members with a copy of this little 
manual, will leave them without even the pre- 
tence of an excuse for neglecting their duty to 
sinners, that they know not what to do, nor 
how to doit. The occasion and the authors 
will appear from the following 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


On January 3ist, of this year, a large number of 
Christians, members chiefly of the Fifth Presbyterian 
Church of Philadelphia, entered into a covenant, in 
the presence of a vast assembly, to make direct, vig- 
orous, and persevering efforts for the immediate con- 
version of sinners. It wasa transaction of the deepest 
solemnity, and will be followed by the most serious re- 
sults. May those who were concerned in it {never 
forget the obligations thus assumed, nor be found un- 
faithful in discharging them. To assist these christians 
in performing the work which they on that night 
bound themselves by covenant with God and one an- 
other to undertake, was the motive which led to the 
preparation of this little manual. 

Reader, be eutreated to give it one prayerful perusal 


and if you deem it instructive, read it again, and med- 
itate on it deeply, until you are pervaded by a sense 
of the infinite importance of the snbject, and are pre- 
pared and resolved, by the grace of God, at once to 
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undertake and faithfully to discharge the duty of con- 
versing with the impenitent, with reference to their 
salvation. 

Philad. Feb. 3, 1832. Tuomas H. Sxivver, 
Epwarp Berecuer. 


The following article constitutes the fourth 
general division of the pamphlet ;: 


CAUTIONS IN CONVERSING WITH THE 
IMPENITENT. 

This duty, though exceedingly important, and 
in its general outlines simple, may yet, through 
human imperfection or ignorance, be performed 
indiscreetly, or even in such a manner as to 
tend to the ruin of the soul; and if so perform- 
ed, no interference on the part of God is to be 
expected, to prevent the natural consequences 
of our c however disastrous. We 
are bound to understand the laws of the mind 
as well as those of the body: And if we repro- 
bate the conduct of those pretended physicians 
who through needless ignorance kill the per- 
sons whom they undertake to heal, with how 
much more just indignation should we regard 
such empiricism in the treatment of the soul. 

1. Guard against producing in the impenitent 
aself-righteous spirit. Notwithstanding the ut- 
ter depravity of man, to nothing is he more 
prone, than to indulge a self-complacent and 
self-righteous feeling; and to nothing is he so 
utterly averse as to real humiliation and self- 
renunciation before God. And this holds as 
true of the vilest of sinners, as of others. But 
the indulgence of no disposition can more cer- 
tainly ruin the soul. The nature of the case 
shows it. The very thing to be done, is to feel 
and confess guilt and utter ill-desert, and to re- 
ceive mercy asa free gift. To do this in a self- 
righteous state of mind, is an impossibility, nay 
acontradiction. Yet, in pointing out to sinners 
things to be done, if great caution is not used, 
they may fall into the belief that they may do 
something to merit salvation. Most careful 

ard against making this fatal impression. 

ell them that they are already in a state 

condemnation for their’sins ; that they are ut- 
terly guilty, vile and polluted in the‘sight of 
God, and can be saved only on the ground of 
unmerited mercy ; that they ought to see these 
truths as they are, and to fee! them fully and 
deeply ; to throw themselves off from all de- 
pendence on any thing or any being in the 
universe, but God ; to look to him for pardon, 
and to fall with mourning and godly sorrow at 
his feet, exclaiming, “ God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” j 

2. By all means avoid making the impression 
on the minds of those with whom you converse, 
that the work of becoming religious requires a 
considerable time to be spent in protracted ef- 
forts. Let them know that to become religious 
is an intelligent, voluntary, indivisible act of the 
mind, 'in which it ceases to rebel against God, 
submits to his authority, and accepts of his 
mercy. Tell them that to perform this act re- 

wires no length of time and no protracted ef- 

fort; that it may be done at this time, and in 

this place; and that if they depart from this 

without performing this act, they go in a 

irit of stouter rebellion, and may bring on 
mselves swift and sudden destruction. 


Cautions in Conversing with the Impenitent. 








{Marca, 


3. Studiously avoid in all your directions and 
prayers, direct or implied misrepresentations of 
the real condition of impenitent sinners. Nev- 
er forget that they are free agents, and do al- 
ways and obstinately resist the Holy Ghost, and 
that their anguish, perplexity, confusion of 
mind, and all their other difficulties proceed 
from this cause. If this is the real state of the 
case, it is most manifest, that so far as you pro- 
duce an opposite impression, you do in fact de- 
stroy the power-of all motives to repent and 
directly oppose the work of conversion. You 
directly resist the impression which the Holy 
Spirit is aiming to produce, and may be acces- 
sory to the ruin of souls. As you value there- 
fore the salvation of the sinner, never direct 
him to watt God’s time ; God’s time for his sal- 
tion is now. Never say or imply, that he is un- 
able to repent, or pray to God to enable him to 
do it.* This would flagrantly misrepresent his 
case. Itis not to be made able, but willing, 
that he needs. That there is a difficulty in the 
way of his becoming religious, none can den 
but the question relates to the nature of 4 
difficulty. All men make a distinction betwe 
being able, and being willing to do a thing; 
is a distinction founded in truth, and as impo 
tant as the difference between calamit 
crime. The difficulty in the impeniter 
way is simply this, that he is not willi 
pent. 

4. Urge the sinner rather to the imne 
performance of duty than to efforts to obt 
hope of pardon. A well founded hope is a ré 
of the consciousness of holy affections in 
heart. If therefore the attention of the m 
is directed to the attainment of hope, instea 
of the exercise of holy emotions, it is turt 
away fromthe true object of pursuit; and 
obtain a good hope is impossible. On the q 
er band, the existence of such a hope will 
the indi gh natural consequence 
i affection. 


asecute the work 
e it of God for succe 
st, ime 1, be presented, 


ha m@tner as will tend to 
lesired: otherwise, it will 
nt fur the Holy Spirit hig 
to use in cofmerting the soul. But confi 
in the truth alone, as though without the 
ence of God it would convert the soul, nore 
fide in your own skilful manner of present 
it. Sugh confidence is utterly unfounded, 
will lead to disappointment and defeat. 
consequence will be faintness of heart and TJ 
resolution as to all future efforts. On the oth 
hand, erttire confidence in God not only sustai 
and gives full power to the soul, but also se 
cures his own aid to crown our efforts with 
success, and thus inspires new courage for fu- 
ture efforts. The effects of full confidence in 


* It is not supposed that all who use this phraseol 


ogy, intend to convey by it an incorrect idea. It is by 
many used to denote that exertion of divine influence 
by which a saint or sinner is inclined or disposed to do 
his duty. When used in this sense, the idea intended 
to be conveyed is correct. The expression, however, 
even so used, is unhappy ; for it is liable to be misun- 
derstood as implying natural inability, and should 
therefore be carefully avoided. 





The Happy Negro. 677 
God are unspeakable. A Christian going forth | ual by divine grace to produce repentance, then 
to his work, leaning on Almighty power, seems | present truth, and press obligation with even 
in a sense, to be also Omnipotent, and can ex- | more urgency than before. 


elai “hrough Christ strengthening ine, I can | oon 
dealt — yi ; THE HAPPY NEGRO. _ 
6. Take heed lest by injudicious expressions} As given by au English gentleman travelling in 
of natural affection or sympathy, you prevent America. 
or impede the work of conversion. The ex-| Every day’s observation convinces me, that 
pression of parental, filial or other natura! af-/ the children of God are made so by his own 
fection will essentially promote the progress of special grace and power; and that all means, 
the work, if it merely operates as a strong in-| whether more or less, are equally effectual with 
ducement to earnest effurt to perform duty, and | him, whenever he is pleased to employ them for 
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leaves all the claims of God bearing with una-} 

bated force upon the heart, and the sinner in 
full view of his own guilty character and cou 

dition. But if through injudicious affection, or 

natural sympathy for distress, you forbear to | 

urge the claims of Ged, and fully to take his 

part against the sinner, and enforce immediate 

obedience, you do, in effect, take part against 

him, and neutralize the influence of bis claims 

nthe soul. The loveof God must be stronger 

n parental or any other affection, and we 

bst he faithful to HM and his kingdom, how- 

vainful to us, or to our friends. 

ember that in laboring for the salvation 

B dearest objects of your affection, you are 

im a cause in which God, angels and 

ht, are as deeply interested as your- 

ot after allso much the salvation of 

ual, as an object of your affection, as 

on to the honor of the Saviour and 

appiness of the universe, that you are 

ng to effect. Remember, too, that this 

e is demanded, not only by love to God, 

by true love to the souls of our friends; 
bther course tends directly to ruin them. 





Avoid confusing or distracting. the mind 
much, or by discordant congfation — 
bject of conversation is to ex€fe the con- 
ce, and to induce the indiy Ito make 
est efforts in view of tr 
of duty are cle 
B vividly held u 
then the sinner 
tions under the 
umediate duty to 
much truth on various § 
s mind at once, or @ it 
ses its energy, and the w 
hecked. The same rggult will follow if 
ny persons converse a. the sane in- 
ial in rapid succession, especially if, as 
ld almost inevitably be the case, their modes 
presenting truth and urging duty should be 
ugh unlike to confuse and distract the mind. 
hen the business of conversation has been 
ce thoroughly performed, it is ex@edingly 
ssirable that the person should, for a suitable 
time, be left alone, as the work of mercy ad- 
vances most rapidly when he is shut out from 
the influence of all the universe besides God; 
and his mind, in his presence, is intently fixed 
on the truth. In avoiding one error, however, 
fall not into another equally injurious, that of 
neglecting for too long 2 period to renew by re- 
peated efforts impressions which have been 
once made. When suflicient time has elapsed 
to permit what has been said to exert its full 


ol, | 
red {full account of his convictions of sin, which 
| were as deep and piercing as any I had ever 
heard of, and what scriptures came to his mind, 
which he had read, that probed him to the bot- 
tom of his heart, and were made the means of 





gonen, seek an interview again, and if what you 
ave already said has not been rendered effect- 


conversion. 

In one of my excursions, 1 was walking by 
inyself over a considerable plantation, amused 
with its boundary, and comparing it with that 
of my own country; till I came within a short 
distance of a middle aged negro, who was til- 
ling the ground. I felt a strong inclination,— 
unusual with me,— to converse with him. Af- 
ter asking him some questions about his work, 
which he answered very sensibly, I wished him 
to tell me, whether his state of slavery was not 
disagreeable to him, and whether he would not 
gladly exchange it for his liberty. 

“ Massali—(said he, looking very seriously up- 
on me,) | have wife and children—my massah 
takes care of them—and I have no care to pro- 
vide any thing; Lhave a good massali, who 
teach me to read—and I read good book—that 
makes me happy.” I am glad, replied I, to hear 
you say so; and pray, what is the good book 
you read? “The Bible, massah--God’s own 
good book.” Do you understand, friend, as 
well as read this book ? for many can read the 
words well who cannot get hold of the true and 
good sense. “O massah! says he, I read the 
book much before I understand, but at last I 
felt pain in my heart—l1 found things in the book 
that cut me to pieces.” Aye, said 1, what things 
were they? “ Why, massah, 1 found that | had 
sal heart—a very bad heart indeed. I felt 

in that God would destroy me, because | was 

-ked, and done nothing as I should do. God 

s holy, and | was very vile and naughty ; so 
+ could Lave nothing from him but fire and 
brimstone in bell.” In short, he entered into a 


light and comfort to his soul. I asked him 


| likewise how he got comfort under all this trial. 


“QO massab, it was Christ gave me comfort, by 
his dear word. He bade me come unto him, 
and he would give me rest, for 1 was very wea- 
ry and heavy laden.” And here he went thro’ 
a line of the most precious texts in the Bible, 
shewing me, by his artless comment upon them 
as he went along, what great things God had 
done in the course of some years for his soul. 
Being rather more acquainted with doctrinal 
truths and the analogy of the Bible than he had 
been, or in his situation could easily be, I had a 
mind to try how far a simple untutored expe- 
rience, graciously given without the usual means 
could carry a man from some speculative ers 
rors,—and I therefore asked him several ques- 
tions about the merit of works, the justification 
of a sinner, the power of grace, and the like, 
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I own I was as much astonished at, as [ admi- 
red, the sweet spirit and simplicity of his an- 
swers—such was the heavenly wisdom that 
God had put into the mind of this negro—his 
discourse flowing merely from the richness of 
grace—with a tenderness and expression far 
“ beyond the reach of art,” perfectly charined 
me. On the other hand, my entering into all 
his feelings together with an account to him, 
which he had never heard before, that thus and 
thus the Lord in his mercy dealt with all his 
children, and had dealt with me, drew streains 
of joyful tears down his black cheeks, that we 
looked upon each other and talked with that in- 
expressible glow of Christian affection, that 
made me more than ever believe in, what I have 
too often thoughtlessly professed to believe— 
the communion of saints. I shall never forget how 
the poor excellent creature hung upon my lips 
and seemed to eat my very words,—when I en- 
larged upon Christ’s love to poor sinners—the 
free bounty and tender mercy of God—the fre- 
quent and delightful sense he gives of his pres- 
ence—the faith he bestows in his promises—the 
victory this faith is enabled to get over trials 
and temptations—the joy and peace in believing 
—the hope in life and death, and glorious ex- 
ation of immortality. To have taken off 

is eager, delighted, animated air and manner, 
would have been a master-piece for Reynolds. 
He had never heard such discourse, nor found 
the opportunity of hearing it before. Te seem- 
ed like a man who had been thrown into a new 
world, and at length had found company. 
Though my conversation lasted at least two or 
three hours, I scarce ever enjoyed the happy 
swiftness of time so sweetly in all my life. We 
knew not how to part. He wotild accompany 
me as far as he might, and I felt for my part 
such a delight in the artless, savoury, solid, un- 


affected experience of this dear soul that I should | 


have been glad to see him often then, or to s 
his like at any time now. But my situation r 
dered this impossible, 

I therefore took an affectionate adieu, wi 
an ardor equal tothe warmest and the most an- 
cient friendship ; telling him that neither the 
color of his body, nor the condition of his pres- 
ent life, could prevent him from being my dear 
brother in our blessed Saviour ; and that though 
we must part now, never to see each other a- 
gain any more in this world, I had no doubt of 
our having another joyful meeting in our Fath- 
er’s home, where we should live together and 
love one another throughout a long and happy 
eternity.—“ Amen, amen, my dear massah— 
God bless you and poor me too, forever and 
ever.” 

If I had been an Angel from heaven he could 
not have received me with more evident delight 
than he did—nor could I have considered him 
with a more sympathetic regard if he had been 
along known Christian of the good old sort, 
grown up into my affections and in the course 
of many years. 

It is written in the scriptures, and fulfilled in 
the experience of real Christians, They shall ali 
be we aed God. Isa. vi. 45. The teaching of 
God the Holy Ghost, by the word, was most ev- 
ident in the case of this poor negro. The word 
of God was the instrument of his regeneration; 


Liberty or Death. 
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Jas: i. 18. By this, as he expressed himself, he 
was brought to feel pain in his heart—to fear 
that God would destroy him--to see the had- 
ness of his heart—and to see the evil of -his 
actions, in short, to become a true penitent, It 
was also from the word of God that he derived 
comfort. The promise of rest to the wear 
and heavy laden, was precious to his soul. ie 
was “Christ who gave him comfort by his dear 
word ;” and thus being made happy by reading 
“ God’s own good book,” his mind was recon- 
ciled to his station, and he lived contentented 
in the lowest state of servitude. 

Reader, this negro was a Christian, a Bible 
Christian. He bad not indeed the outward form 
of godliness, but he had the power. How is it 
with you ?—You who were born in a Christian 
country, have read the Bible, have heard the gos- 
pel, but what have you fell. You have the form, 
but where is the power? Let conscience an- 
swer the important question. On the whole, 
let us observe the honor that God puts on the 
use of his holy word, let yg be thankful that 
have it in our own mothePtongue, and let ¢ 
read and recommend the reading of it with 
creasing diligeunce.— Western Luminary. 


—_—— 


“LIBERTY OR DEATH.Y 


The last number of the Dayton Jo 
nishes a melancholy instance of the 
slavery. A colored man who went by 
of Tuomas Mircuent, and had resided i 
place for two or three years, was arrest 
short time since, by some men from Kenthe 
under charge of being a runaway slave: b 
magistrate before whom he was brought, 
deeming proof sufficient to sustain the ela 
discharg im. Shortly afierwards, he 
seized on Main street, by sume armed met 
iagnaster, who hurried him tow. 


ployed b 
h . 


Xamination, an 
bw @Widence on the part 
in favor of the latter. 
se lifld excited the symp 
a high degree and a ¢ 
able sum was — for the pure 
his freedom, to Which he contributed out 
own sayings, npwards of fifty dollars. 
agent who had arrested him, agreed to the 
rangement, under the suppositien that it wo 
meet the approbation of the master. Such, wh 
ever ; was not the case. The latter would t 
nothingdoutshis * pound of flesh ;”’ and he p 
ceeded in person, to Dayton, about two wee 
since, in order to take the poor fellow back to 
Kentucky. The master and slave first met in 
the upper story of a house; when the latter, 
foreseeing the doom that awaited him immedi- 
ately rushed toward a window, and made an 
unsuccessful attempt to jump out, although, bad 
he succeeded, he must have fallen on a stone 
pavement, from a height of not less than fifteen 
feet. He was then secured ; and in company 
with his master, arrived at Cincinnati, on bis 
way to the “ house of bondage,” on the evening 
of the 22d ult. where lodgings were provided for 
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him and his guard, in the 4th story of one of 
the Hotels. There his journey ended.—Having 
tasted for a short time, the sweets of even an 
imperfect freedom, he resolved not to submit 
to a life of servitude; and at 1 o’clock while 
every one around him was fast asleep, he raised 
the window, and precipated himself on to the 
pavement below; a descent upwards of forty 
feet; the effects of which he survived only a 
little upwards of twenty-four hours. He is rep- 
resented as having been an industrious, steady 
man; and had laid up a small sum of money, 
all of which he gave to his wife and children 
when his master took him away.—Ohio Jour- 
nal, 

Can we wonder that slavery brings forth such 
monstrous births as the Southampton Trage- 
dy, when such are its concomitants in the free 
State of Ohio. What aggravates this case is the 
fact, as we understand, that one of the men who 
assisted in the arrest of Mitchell, stood over him 
as he lay on the pavement afier his fall, and 

ocked his dying agomies by profane and vul- 

abuse. 


E IN THE STAGE COACH. 


aveling in the stage, I make it a gen- 
to carry Temperance Tracts, some 
of the Journal of Humanity, and a 
of the American Temperance Society ; 
circulating them among my fellow trav- 
he conversation generally becomes ani- 
on the great topic of temperance. | 


e it an invariable rule to exhibit a good tem- 
nd hear meekly the retorts ose wlio 
ie the cause I am resol vocate 


ile I have life and breath. Oce 

r, my patience is tried wi 
essel, in the shape 
Since it was, a 


ally, how- 


of breath to attempt to rea- 
ith a man who wolfe: hear reason, 
J who denied that there to be any future 
gment, I took the Tract, “Wh@lew all 

?” and CWilly asked the gentleman who 
opposite me if he would like to hear it. He 
ywed assent, and before it was finished the 
han at my elbow seized the first o anity of 
Dur stopping at the post-office t w open 
he door, and bolted out, saying, “I can’t stand 
that,” and mounted the driver’s box, while the 
passengers within almost shouted with joy at 
this expulsion of an unclean spirit. We notic- 
ed that at every place where any stop was 
made he renewed his draughts, and when we 
were descending the long Leicester Hill he 
plunged from his seat, and fell upon his head 
and shoulders, with so much force that we from 
within cried out, he is dead, but by the aid of the 
driver he was again placed in his seat, and there 
held until we arrived at the stage house, where 
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he was left, afier being reminded of a Judg- 
ment to come, to which he was very near. 
What became of him I have never learned. It 
was a good opportunity to impress upon my 
fellow travellers the danger of temperate drink- 
ing, and some probably will never lose the im- 
pressions then made upon them. I mention 
this incident to impress upon your readers the 
rule I have laid down, never to neglect an op- 
portunity of speaking in favor of temperance, 
and never to do it with a bad temper. All 
drunkards respect a firm, decided friend of tem- 
perance ; and those who do not practice total 
abstinence are awed into ae or on Se put 
to silence, by the array of facts nted. 

fom A Coup am Man. 


From the New-York Evangelist. 


AN INDIANS VIEW OF TEMPERANCE 
AND RELIGION. 


An Indian woman in the eastern part of 
Conn., a member of the Rev. Mr. W’s. congre- 
gation, became a hopeful convert. Her past 
habits of intemperance however had been such, 
it was thought advisable to keep her some time 
on probation, to test the reality of her oe 
by her victory over ber besetting sin. T 
eliurch at length became satisfied, and assem- 
bled to hear the relation of her experience pre- 
vious to baptism. Several of the church mem- 
bers present, (though strictly temperate in their 
own view,) were in the habit of using occasion- 
ally a small quantity of ardent spirits. After 
relating her exercises, she looked around her, 
and remarked, As fur me, since I thought I 
loved the Lord, my bow! won’t bold one drop of 
rum ; no, not one drop. > 

The conversion of this poor Mohegan is a 
little remarkable. She lived a contented sin- 
ner till near seventy; but is now a reformed 
drunkard, and consistent Christian; and acts 


ire it as a condition of church membership. 


B. 8. 


ANOTHER WARNING TO THE INTEMPERATE. 


When Mr. 8S. lived in the country he was 
considered a promising young man. He mo- 
vedto S d, married and rented a house 
between a tavern andadram shop. In a few 
years he became a drunkard ; and last Wednes- 
day had a fit, the consequence of drunkenness, 
fell down stairs, was taken up insensible, in 
which state he died a few hours afterwards. 


Anecdote.—In the small town of R , in 
this state, lives Dr. W. an old soldier of the rev- 
olution, he is highly respected by all the inhab- 
itants, and has been several times elected a 
member of the Legislatnre. Dr. W’s. greatest 
enjoyment was smoking, and in this he indul- 
ged himself ao mong MP other respects he 
was very temperate, he drank nothing of any 
kind of spirits, and of wine but very seldom. 
Ashe was one morning purchasing his favorite 
cigars at the — tavern in the town, he en- 
countered a neighbor, once a flourishing farmer, 
but whose farm was a short time since mort- 





722 Churuku, or Ilook Swinging.---Moral Condition of the World. 


continuance was short, and the crowd soon dis- 
persed. It is thought a test of the character of 
those who attempt it. If they have a “true 
heart” and confidence in the gods, they cannot 
receive injuty: Sorhe of them pass through 
the fire in fulfilment of a vow made in time of 
danger or necessity. One of the votaries last 
year fell in the midst of the fire, and was se- 
verely burned. 

After the confusion lad in a measure ceased, 
our budget was produced and the tracts dispo- 
sed of without delay. The madness of their 
minds rendered them so rude, that it was tho’t 
‘expedient to check the violence with which 
they snatched the books away. The Lord in 
mercy dispel their delusions, and grant them 
the light of life. 


CHURUKU OR HOOK SWINGING. 


“ Verily the dark places of the earth are full of the 
habitations of cruelty.” 


Attached to the last Missionary Herald is a picture 
ef this horrid religious rite. In a former volume we 
have given a drawing of this method of self-torture, 
which is very common among the Hindoos. It is 
called Churuku, or hook swinging; and is performed 
in honor of the god Siva, or the Destroyer, the sec- 
ond of the three principal gods among the Hindoos. 
An abominable festival is celebrated in honor of this 
god, when ridiculous and indecent ceremonies are 
performed, and many Hindoos, assuming the name 
of sunyasees, inflict on themselves the most awful 
cruelties—such as casting themselves from stagings 
fifteen or twenty feet high upon sharp spikes or knives 
set in bags of straw—walking barefoot over heaps of 
fire-—running spits, canes, or rods through their 
tongues and sides, and swinging on hooks thrust into 
the fleshy parts of the back. The following account 
of the manner of performing this torture is taken 
principally from Ward’s account of the manners and 
castoms of the Hindoos. The writer was for many 
years @ missionary among that people and had seen 
what he describes. 


When this shocking scene is to be exhibited, 
a high post is erected in some open place. A 
strong lever, of bamboo, is made to play or turn 
round on the top of this post, with cords at both 
ends. The man who is to swing falls down on 
his face. A person makes a mark on his back 
with dust. Another immediately gives him a 
smart slap on the place, or rubs the flesh very 
roughly to deaden the feeling a little, and pinch- 
es up the skin hard with his thumb and fingers; 
and a third thrusts an iron hook through the 
place marked, so as to take hold of about an 
inch of the flesh. This is on one side of the 
back; and then the same is done on the other, 
and the man gets up on his feet. He then 
mounts on a man’s back, or is raised up from 
the ground in some other way; and the cords 
which are fastened to the hooks in his back are 
tied to one end of the bamboo. A rope at the 
other end is then pulled down by several men, 
until that end on which the man swings is rais- 
ed up from the ground ; and then one or more 
men running round with the rope, the poor vic- 
tim is swung in the air. 
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Some swung only for a few minutes: 
for half an eur, Le more. Some why ne 
known to swing for hours. Ove man swung, 
it is said, three times in one day, on different 
posts; and once, four men swung On one post, 
which was carried round the field, while they 
were swinging, by the admiring crowd. 

Some of these persons onalis while ewing- 
ing, as though insensible of the least pain.— 
Others will take up fruit in their hands; and 
either eat it, or throw it among the crowd.— 
One man caused a monkey’s collar to be run 
into bis own flesh, in which state the man and 
the monkey whirled round together! 

On some occasions, these devotees have hooks 
run through their thighs as well as backs. Five 
women swung in this manner, not many years 
since, near Calcutta. 

In some parts of India, the man who swings 
has a sabre and shield; and makes motions, 
while swinging, like a man fighting. 

It is not uncommon for the flesh to tear, and 
the person to fall. Instances are related of 
such persons perishing on the spot. A few 
years ago a man fell from the post at Kidur- 
pooru, while whirling round with great rapid- 
ity, and falling on a poor woman who wassell- 
ing rice, killed ber on the spot; and the man 
died the next day. At a village near Bujbuj, 
some years since, the swing fell and broke a 
man’s leg. The man who was upon it, as soon 
as he was loosed, ran to another tree, was drawn 
up, and whirled round again as though nothing 
had happened. 

The thousands of spectators who attend thes? 
scenes seem to care little for the poor wretch 
who is swinging. Nay, they make a kind of 
fair on the occasion ; sounding their tom-toms 
or drums, and pitching tents for the sale of 
sweetineats, . 

The reader should not think that the suffer- 
ings of the Hindoos, demanded by their reli- 
gious books, and endured in one form or anoth- 
er, is limited to only a few. All ee 
gods have festivals annually celebrated in their 
honor, some of which last several days, and at 
nearly all of which self-torture of some kina or 
other is inflicted ; so that the sufferings occa- 
sioned by these inflictions, with what is endu- 
red by various classes of devotee beggars, and 
by worshippers who go long pilgrimages to cel- 
ebrate temples, extend to a considerable portion 
of the whole population. These festivals, or 
seasons of Hindoo worship include more than 
one third of the whole year. 

It should be remembered that these festivals, 
attended with all this uproar, confusion, inde- 
cency, self-torture, and often self-immolation, 
are the Elindoos’ religious worship! How un- 
like the worship of the Christian Sabbath !— 
This is not a state of things that existed for- 
merly and has long since passed away. It ex- 
ists now. 


PRESENT MORAL CONDITION OF THE 
WORLD. 


In the commission given by our Lord to his 
disciples, what an immense field did he open 
for the exercise of Christian philanthropy and 
heroic enterprise! “Go ye into all the world ; 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
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Bat what is now the spiritual condition of our 
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What makes this neglect the more strange 


race?—Five hundred millions, it is notorious, | and unaccountable is, that the command comes 


remain to this hour pagan idolaters, and one 


from the highest possible authority—that this 


hundred millions more are the followers of the | command is most express, and its meaning most 


pabpable—that the being who issued it said, at 


pa Mohammed. Two hundred millions 
only are left wearing the Christian name; and | the very tine it proceeded from his lips, * Mark ! 


in order to make the calculation respecting the 
real state of this renmant as favorable us pos- 
sible, we will suppose the place of your resi- 
dence to be a fair epitome of the whole Christ- 
jan world. Is there one person in four there | si 


Tam with you, even unto the end of the world,” 
—that this command is closely connected with 
the eternal condition of all these successive 
swarms of men, eight hundred millious compo- 


ng each generation—and that every one of 


who appears to be brought decidedly under the | those to whom the execution of this commis- 
influence of Christian principles? I fear not. | sion is confided, is supposed to possess the mind 


We have then less than 
Christians on earth at any given time, and 
all the rest (seven hundred and fifty millions 


000,000 of real| that was in Christ Jesus, who came “to seek 
and to save that which was lost,” and to have, 
as the distinguishing feature of his character, 


are living and dying without God in the world! | an overwhelming sense of the value of the bu- 
And this is not the picture of the worst, but of | man soul. 


the best period of time, next to the days of the 
apostles. Perhaps there never existed more 
good men on earth at one time than there are 
at present; and yet this leaves more than fif- 
teen out of sixteen of the human race unac- 

vainted with the salvation which is in Christ 
fs and this havoc made by sin and death 
has continued without interruption, day by day, 


How, with a provision perfectly commensu- 


rate with the extent of the commission—with 
a command, from the Being who was himself 
the atonement, that every creature should hear 
the gospel—with such proofs before us that 
this gospel is the power of God to salvation— 
how, with all these facts staring us in the face 
—hew is it, that we have never attempted to 


and hour by hour, through all the ages since | carry these glad tidings beyond the walls of our 


the fall. ° 

There is something so fearful, so tremendous 
in this retrospect, that Ido not wonder that/u 
men who have never known “the terrors of the | a 
Lord,” and “the exceeding sinfulness of sin,” 
should reject the theory altogether. 


wn churches ? 

The cause of this total abandonment of effort, 
nder such a leader, under such an inspiration, 
nd with such prospects, is one of the most 


singular, and yet one of the most important 
While | inquiries, which Christians at this day can pos- 


looking down into this abyss, I am seized with | sibly institute. 


a shivering horror. I tremble exceedingly. — 
And yet the trath which is here sv deeply im- 
»ressed on my mind is the same as that which 

learn from the history of the fallen angels, 
Jeft without a Saviour ; from the flood ; as that 


which I receive in Gethsemane and at Calvary ; | of united existence. 
of men in a besieged fortress; attacks upon the 


territories of the enemy were out of the ques- 
tion. This defence, to a certain extent, must 
be admitted. But will He “ whose eyes are as 
a flame of fire, and his voice as the sound of 
"many waters,” accept this as an apology for the 


and which is irresistibly confirmed while I look 
at the civil, and mental, and moral condition of 
these 750,000,000 of pagans, &c. All proclaims 
the fearful truth, that there is a criminality, a 
turpitude, a desert in sin, which we cannot 
comprehend. And if it were the will of God, 


that the law should take its course, without | indi 
dred years—for the apathy of the present hour? 


mercy, to the end of time, what could we say ? 
~ Is | od unjust that taketh vengeance? God 


But if in this fearful condition the world is 


It will be said, that for many centuries those 


who felt the genuine force of Christian princi- 
ples, were in too depressed a state to make ef- 
forts for the spread of the gospel: their whole 
strength was required to preserve any portion 


They were in the situation 


rence and inactivity of the last two bun- 


FROM REV. L. S. WILLIAMS. 
Letter to the editor of the Western Recorder, 


not to remain—if a brighter destiny, a most | dated Little-Roek, Arkansas Territory, Feb. 28, 
glorious transformation awaits it—and if the | 1832 :— 


command “ to teach all nations,” has never been 


Dear Sitr—More than five months have pas- 


repealed nor suspended, then there must have | seq since I left Utica with my family, on our 
been a most shocking neglect of duty some-| return to the Choctaws. Since then, goodness 
whebe. and mercy have followed us, as hitherto. 


Seeing so many prophets had painted this 


Having spent about three weeks in the coun- 


brighter period in the most glowing colors, and | ties of Cayuga and Oswego, and parted with 
had raised their loftiest, their sweetest strains to | three of our children, whom we sent to the care 
usher in the reign and universal conquests of| of some Christian friends in the vicinity of Uti- 
the Messiah ; and seeing our Lord himself re-| oq we left my father’s house once more on the 
peatedly referred to these haleyon days, and | 13th of October, and proceeded by the canal to 
directed his disciples to a universal dissemina- Buffalo ; thence, by the lake, to Erie, Pa. From 


tion of his gospel, and to the work of universal 


Erie we travelled by stage to Pittsburg, and 


teaching, how,—these records being read by | thence down the river in steam-boats, to Mem- 
the Christian church every Sabbath-day,—how phis, at the southwest corner of Tennessee. 
shall we account for Cliristians having left, for | we spent one Sabbath on our route at Roches- 
seventeen hundred years, in a state of perfect | rer; another at Niagara falls and the Tuscarora 
brutality and crime 750,000,000 of deathless | station ; another at Pittsburgh; and another 
minds committed to their especial care by the at Cincinnati. At all these places, and at oth- 
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ers’where we spent any time, we experienced 
much kindness from Christian and other friends. 

‘At Memphis we were met by a wagon, sent 

our brethren in the mission to convey us on 
to Mayhew. This part of our journey was thro’ 
a elldernent of one hundred and fifty miles—an 
Indian country, with but here and there a dwel- 
ling tobe seen. Fatigue and exposure of health 
were expected, and fully realized, as the season 
was so far advanced. e were detained four 
days on the way by the severe illness of Mrs. 
Williams. It was indeed some weeks before 
she recovered from the effects of this part of 
our journey. We found the tent, which the la- 
dies in Utica provided for us, very serviceable, 
when “ camping out.” 

The very last = of our journey, when with- 
in two miles of Mayhew, was particularly per- 
ilous. Late rains had swollen the creek out of 
its banks, so that it was indeed a mighty stream, 
and the current was very strong. e had to 
leave our horses and wagon for the present, 
and to cross over in a frail canoe. ore we 
were ready to cross, we were shrouded in the 
darkness of night, in a dismal swamp and dense 
forest. Heavy peals of thunder and a torrent of 
rain made our situation still more trying. But 
the vivid lightnings, while they discovered to us 
the danger of our situation, enabled us to steer 
our way among the trees and shrubbery, until 
we could find a landing place. An unseen 
hand protected, and brought us at length to the 
embrace of our beloved missionary associates. 
We arrived on the 25th of November, and re- 
mained at Mayhew until the 16th of January, 
when we set out on the new mission to theem- 


igrating Choctaws. 
We journeyed from Mayhew in a wagon 
about two hundred miles to Vicksburg, a little 


village on the Mississippi river. There we met 
Rev. Alfred Wright, and wife, who had come 
by sea from New York to New Orleans, and 
were thus far up the river on their way to the 
western Choctaws. They had heen detained 
about a month at Vicksburg, partly by brother 
W’s ill health. 

From Vicksburg we sailed up the great Missis- 
pe hag three hundred miles, to the mouth 
o hite river, where we had to wait for a boat 
in the western trade. At length we sailed in 
the “Saratoga,” first a few miles up White 
river, then through the “cut off,” into the Ar- 
kansas, and so on up this fine river, three hun- 
dred miles, to this town, which is the capital 
town, or seat of government for the territory. 

We have been here about ten days, and are 
preparing to journey hence southerly, across 
the territory, to Red river, and so up that to the 
new Choctaw country. We have about two 
hundred miles further to go, before we see our 
people in their exile. The roads are almost im- 
passable, and we go with an ox team; so that 
it will be yet many days before our journeyings 
are ended, unless we sooner end life’s toilsome 
journey. What is before us we know not. But 


We'll praise Him for all that is past. 
“ And trust Him for all that’s to come.” 
Mr. and Mrs. Wright are with us; but his 


feeble health requires him to remain here for 
the present; so that I must go on alone as it 
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were, into the great western desert, and seek up 
the wandering lambs of Christ’s flock. My re- 
sponsibilities are exceedingly great; my strength 
is weakness, and my wisdom folly. Will not 
the friends of the Choct: w mission still remem- 
ber us at a throne of grace. 

With respect to the Choctaws, I hope to he 
able to communicate some interesting facts at 
no very distant period. A word or two must 
suffice for the present. It is estimated that 
about one fourth part of the nation, or 5000 
souls, have emigrated to the west this season. 
The greater part of these were removed at the 
expense of the United States government, Nu- 
merous wagons, on both sides of the river, 
and several steam boats have been employed in 
this business, Those Choctaws who preferred 
it, have borne their own expenses, with the priv- 
ilege of drawing rations, whenever they come 
to a deposit of provision; and such are to re- 
ceive $10 a head in cash, when they arrive. All 
parties have suffered extremely. They were 
late in commencing their journey ; and the win- 
ter has been nncommonly severe.—During four 
tedious months, some 4000 persons have been 
almost without a shelter, and many of these ve- 
ry destitute of clothing.—About half of the 
5000 have been four months on the way, and 
have not yet arrived. Numbers have termina- 
ted their sufferings by the way; and they have 
lost several humlred horses. One thing soothes 
the mind at the recollection of these things. 
The agents employed in providing for the emi- 
grants, have commended themselves to every 
good man’s heart, by their humanity and fideli- 
ty. Most of them are much endeared tothe In- 
dians on this account. 

Ever your’s in the gospel, 


pe 
LORING S. WILLIAMS. 








MISCELLANEODOS. 


THE LAST GENERAL CONFLICT OF 
THE CHURCIU. 


Letters from the Rev. Robert Stuart of Ky., to the 
Editor of the Philadelphian. 
No. L 


Rev. and Dear Sin,—You will suffer me in 
kindness, freely to suggest to you a few tho’ts 
on the signs of the times. 

It has been a matter of opinion with me for 
some time, that the last great conflict which 
the Church has to encounter, and in which she 
is to triumph, will respect error in doctrine and 
discipline. The adversary was in the first in- 
stance permitted to attempt to destroy the 
Church by violence. Hence the flood-gates 
of persecution were opened, and the blood of 
the martyrs flowed profusely ; but in the over- 
ruling providence of God, that blood became 
the seed of saints. In this attempt he was 
frustrated, and the Church triumphee. The 
second attempt was hy reason and philosophy. 
Hence a succession of men distinguished for 
wit, reason and philosophy, were permitted 
under the most favorable circumstances to as- 
sail Christianity; and in this attempt also he 
was foiled, insomuch that now few are found 
openly to assail Christianity ; and the concession 
is general that the Bible is true. Now the King 
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and Head of the Church permitted the assaults 
from these two quarters to be made with such 
violence, and to be continued so long, as to de- 
cide beyond controversy that the church was 
not to be suppressed either by the violence of 
versecution or the subtleties of philosophy.— 
ow if we divide the assaults of the adversary 
into* three grand periods, there remains one 
more tremendous conflict through which the 
Church has to pass, before she enters into her 
millennial glory. What that is likely to be in 
my estimation, and which is already commen- 
ced, I will briefly snggest. The concession is 
now general, that God’s word is true ; but what 
that word teaches as a system of doctrine and 
discipline, has long been a matter of contro- 
versy, not yet decided; for upon this subject 
the Christian community is divided into a thou- 
sand fractions, Now it appears to me, that 
God will decide this point as certainly as the 
former, before the Church enters into her glory. 
that the Church in her millennial state may rest, 
without any controversy, on the true founda- 
tion, Christ. The contest which is ultimately 
to decide this point, has, in my opinion, com- 
menced ; and I judge so for the following rea- 
sons, predicated on the signs of the times. 

1. Tissre is in operation at the present day a 
more general, violent, and uncontroled rage for 
speculation on the system of divine truth, than 
ever has been witnessed at any former period. 
I say general, for it pervades all the evangelical 
ehurches in Europe and America. I say vio- 
lent, for it is not now as formerly sectary against 
sectary, and thus the warfare a foreign one; 
bur it is an intestine or civil war, for every 
household is divided against itself: and as civil 
warfare has always been characterized with 
more violence and cruelty than foreign, so it is 
in the present case. With every weapon that 
can be devised, brother is murdering (in repu- 
tation) brother; fathers, sons; and sons, fa- 
thers ; and the devil and his imps of earth and 
hell are looking on with infernal grin at the 
cruel sport. I will name a circumstance or 
two in the Providence of God which renders 
the facility for carrying on such a warfare 
— than it has been at any former period. 

itherto it was necessary to conduct a warfare 
of this description by pamphlet against pam- 

let ; a mode too expensive and difficult to get 
into general circulation ; but now it is religious 
periodical—{ah! religious periodical ) against 
religious periodical, which, owing to the rapid- 
ity of transportation, in a few days passes from 
one extremity of the continent to the other; 
so that whatever new notion or speculation, 
crimination or recrimination, is invented in 
Boston, New York, or Philadelphia, we are 
blessed or cursed with it in a few days, in the 
West. Suffer me, dear brother, to speak free- 
ly. The religious periodicals, like the political, 
if they do not speedily change their course, 
will prove a curse instead of a blessing to the 
Church of Christ. Instead of being the heralds 
of good tidings, respecting the triumphs of the 
cross; and the vehicles of instraction to the 
Church, their most prominent feature is to ori- 
ginate and cherish party and even personal 
strife. There must be a change, or every good 
man will abandon them and he ought. 
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2. Another circumstance is, directly or indi- 
rectly laying aside creeds and confessions: di- 
rectly by an open disavowal of them,—indirectly 
by adopting a new phraseology, by which the 
doctrine is insidiously explained away. This, 
as you know, has always been the plan of in- 
novation. Campbell by the former has rent 
the Baptist Church to atoms; and by the latter, 
(Neology shall I say ?) the Presbyterian Church 
is likely to share the same fate. In short, are 
there not sufficient facts to justify the opinion, 
that God is suffering the various systems to be 
put by speculation in such a tremendous whirl, 
that the light substances will finally be thrown 
off, and the Church be consolidated upon the 
pure, simple and genuine truths of the Gospel? 
Did God so permit it that infidelity attacked 
Christianity with every possible form of argu- 
ment, that the friends of Christianity might re- 
but and confute it—and will he not permit 
speculation to assail the system of truth in ev- 
ery possible form, that its advocates may have 
an opportunity of vindicating the Gospel sys- 
tem of truth with as decisive and glorious a 
triumph as ever truth obtained over infidelity ? 

3. Another facility to indulge in ulation 
and spread it, is furnished by our Theological 
Seminaries. These are the fountains; if once 
corrupted, all is lost. They ought to be re- 
garded by the Church as the apple of her eye. 
Should Princeton Seminary, for example, be 
radically changed—should her present able 
and orthodox teachers die, or be removed, to 
give way to speculators or system-mekers, 
then would be witnessed the truth of what I 
suggest. 

4. Another facility in connexion with our 
Theological Seminaries is furnished by Mis- 
sionary Societies. The Theological Seminaries 
will furnish the men, and missionary funds will 
send them forth from Dan to Beersheba. Should 
a rage for speculation prevail ina majority of 
the Presbyterian and Congregational churches, 
and they avail themselves of the facilities sug- 
gested, then mo | be applicable the interroga- 
tion of our Lord, when he comes, (i. e. in the 
millennium,) shall there be faith on the earth ? 
Error shall so generally prevail that the advo- 
cates for the truth will be comparatively few. 

5. Another means through which errors of 
speculation may be spread with great facility, 
is the abuse of revivals of religion. When the 
passions are excited and the understanding 
weak, a revival is like clay in the hands of the 
potter, which may be formed to any shape the 
demagogue pleases. Hence divisions and ber- 
esies have generally followed revivals. And it 
is to be feared, owing to the manner in which 
revivals are now conducted in the Church, that 
in many places a number of ungodly members 
are entering the Church, which will in future 
be her greatest plague. I have witnessed three 
revivals, and know a good deal on the subject 
from experience. What responsibility rests 
upon the officers of the Church in time of re- 
vival! 

6. Another sign of the times, boding ill, is the 
fact that the truths of revelation are to be test- 
ed by common sense or reason. The pride of 
reason has excluded the truth from the German 
churches and will do so wherever it prevails. 
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Now take into view the facts at which I have| paper raise a friendly cry, and call on those 
rage for speculation and in-| men to pa 








[Apt 


use and look around them and see 


novation—the violent exertions to sustain cer-| what they have done, and what they will do, if 


tain party measures and to destroy the reputa- 


they persevere in this cruel work. A work in 


tion and influence of certain individuals who} which, doubiless, Satan, and all the enemies of 
are supposed to stand in the way—the facilities | our church greatly rejoice. Cali on them to re- 


by which errors of every character may be cir- 
culated, and I ask, is there not room to conjec- 
ture that there is to be a mighty conflict be- 
tween truth anderror? Error may prevail and 
doubtless will for a time, but there is no doubt 
of the final triumph of the truth. It will come 


flect and pray--pray each for himself, that he may 
be made to see, and feel, and act right—then 
pray for each other—then with and fcr each 
other. If they would cease work and unite in 
obeying the exhortation of the apostle, “ Let us 
consider one another, to provoke unto love, and to 


out of the furnace like gold out of the refiner’s | good works; not forsaking the assembling of our- 


fire, burnished and bright, purged from all its 
alloy: Let speculators and system-makers take 
care; for their systems are to be tried as by 
fire. All the hay, wood, stubble will bé burned 
up, and they themselves saved as by fire. “ Of- 
fences must needs come, but, wo to that man 
by whom they come,” isa solemn and awful 
admonition. t him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall. How melancholy a thing 
is it to pass through some of our beautiful 
groves in Kentucky after a hurricane has pass- 
ed them! Trees that were thought to stand 
like the oaks of Bashan, or the cedars of Leb- 
anon are upset, or dreadfully shaken and dis- 
membered. So we have seen it in the Church, 
by the blasts of heresy. But the truth is 
ey and will finally prevail. What is that 
tru 


THE DISCUSSIONS IN THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN CHURCH. 


On the subject of the discussions which are 
agitating the minds of many in the Church, a 
member of the Synod of North Carolina, writes 
to the Editor of the Southern Religious Tele- 
graph, as follows: 


Dear Brother,—1 am another of those who are 
highly pleased with the stand you have taken 
in relation to the unhappy, unchristian, and I 
must be allowed to say, ungodly dispute that 
hes been carried on so long by some of the 
members of our body. All the infidels and her- 
etics in the land, have never done so much, nor 
could they do so much to weaken, disgrace, 
and to destroy Presbyterianism, as this anhal- 
lowed strife about the pre-eminence. How 
must our church appear in the eyes of other 
denominations, and in the view of men of the 
world, when our Doctors, our Fathers and 
Brethren in the ministry, are found in the pub- 
lic papers abusing, and accusing each other of 
prevarication, misrepresentation, and falsehood, 
and laboring to prove the accusation truce? 
Must they not conclude that we are all rotten, 
rotten to the very core? I know not how they 
ean draw 4 other conclusion. I am truly 
glad that you have refused the use of your pa- 
per to spread this disgrace before the eyes of 
mankind. My soul is sick with what I see of 
this thing in other papers. My heart bleeds 
over it, and its direfal consequences. And our 
church, perhaps, for centuries to come, must 
bleed under it, and may God in infinite mercy 
grant that she may not be so mortally wounded 
by her sons, her Fathers, and her ors, as 


selves together”—then good might come—then 
good would come. Then they that love Zion 
and her peace, would rejoice. ‘Then this stain 
would in some degree, be wiped away. Theo 
this deep and ghastly wound begin to heal. 
Then might our church “ look forth as the morn- 
ing, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter- 
rible as an army with banners.” O let all that 
love Zion throw their influence and their pray- 
ers into the breach, that it may be healed.—Let 
them incessantly intreat the Almighty to put 
forth bis holy hand and heal this “wound 
wherewith he was wounded in the house of his 
friends.” 

Yours in the best of bonds, 


[From the Philadelphian, ] 
AN UNREASONABLE DOUBT. 


Be it known to this Christian community, 
there are editors of papers calling themselves 
religious papers, in thix country, who regard the 
excitements pow prevalent, in consequence of 
preaching Bible truth, as not revivals of religion. 
There is then no religion on earth. No mau can 
point to a single feature of religious experience 
or practice that looks at all Christian, which is 
not produced or heightened in the existing re- 
vivals. If to boast of orthodoxy be alone reli- 
gion, then, indeed, the case is altered. But let 
any test, which can be drawn from the Bible or 
the primitive church be applied, and we need no 
microscopic powers of vision, to see bright ex- 
amples of piety increasing in every church 
where revivals exist. The subjects of my boast- 
ing will doubtless give the glory to God, but 1 
would ask any skeptic in this matter to tell me, 
why asingle church in this city is so distinguish- 
ed for the numbers that assemble to pray for the 
heathen—for the contributions made at the 
monthly concert—and for her liberality to eve- 
ry benevolent object? Why are ber members 
so much engaged in prayer, so anxious for the 
conversion of dying sinners? How comes it 
that her new converts are zealously pressing 
forward in all the work of the Lord? 1 put 
these questions to any one who feels disposed 
to sift the matter to find what is truth. The 
cause of these effects is obvious to those who 
have been in the assemblies of this church. 
They have seen the glory of God there—a glo- 
ry searcely less visible than was witnessed on 
inai’s mount—a glory that struck to the ground 
many a hardened sinner, and proved his life on- 
ly when he believed in a crucified Redeemer. 
All this is manifest as the light of heaven, and 
none but the blind or wilful can question it. 


—— + -- | 
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denunciation of an opinion held by Christian 
brethren? Be it remarked, then, these breth- 
ren can only reccive credit for even a moderate 
share of discrimination in spiritual things, by 
losing their credit for the most superficial know- 
ledge of passing events. Who does not know 
that the externals of true piety every where re- 
sult from the current revivals? The ranks of 
the swearer, the unjust, the extortioner, the 
drunkard, the Sabbath breaker, the scoffer, the 
infidel, all contribute during these excitements, 
to swell the list of those who use the language 
and imitate the conduct of Christians. As to 
the question, are they really born again? the 
evidence is neither more or less, except being 
unusually full, than bas always satisfied Chris- 
tian candor among the pious of any name what- 
ever. 

It has been said, “these pretended converts 
are not taught their dependance upon the Holy 
Spirit.” A statement so exactly at war with 
fact in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, and 
in the remaining one, only true when techinical- 
ities are made the test of inen’s sentiments, needs 
no answer. It has also been said, “sinners are 
not taught the nature of repentance.” They 
are taught to forsake sin, which answers the 
same purpose as to repent, and is just what our 
Saviour required men to do, when he commen- 
ced preaching. Asto any nature of repentance 
except such as is manifested by forsaking sin, it 
may be safely left in the dark. TRors. 


MINISTERIAL ZEAL AND COURAGE. 


Two things that are exceeding needful in min- 
isters, if they would do any great matter, to 
advance the kingdom of Christ, are zeal and re- 
solution. The influence and power of these 
things to bring to pass great effects, is greater 
than can well be imagined. A man of bot an 
ordinary capacity, will do more with them, than 
one of ten times the parts and learning without 
them. More may be done with them in a few 
days, or at least weeks, than can be done with- 
out them in many years. Those that are posses- 
sed of these qualities ,commonly carry the day in 
almost all affairs. Most of the great things that 
have been done in the work?! of mankind, the 
great revolutions that have been accomplished 
in the kingdoms and empires of the earth, have 
been chiefly owing to these things. 

The very sight or appearance of a thoroughly 
engaged spirit, together with a fearless courage 
and unyielding resolution in any person, that 
has undertaken the managing any affair among 
mankind, goes a great way towards accom- 
plishing the effect aimed at. It is evident that 
the appearance of these things in Alexander, did 
three times as much towards hi$ conquering the 
world, as all the blows which he struck. And 
how much were the great things which Oliver 
Cromwell did, owing to these things? And the 
great things that Mr. Whitefield has done, 
every where, as he has run through the British 
dominions, (so far as they are owing to means,) 
are very much owing to the appearance of 
these things, which he is eminently possessed of. 

When the people see these things, apparently 

a p, and to a great degree, it awes them, 
and bas a commanding influence upon their 
minds ; it seems to them that they must yield ; 
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Ministerial zeal and courage.— Courtesy. 
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ing to comtest or dispute the matter; they are 
conquered as it were by surprize. But while we 


erence to this point. 
gle incident in his history. 


eighteenth chapter of Genesis. 
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vey naturally fall before them, without stand- 


re cold and heartless, and only go on in a dull 


manner in an old formal round, we shall never 
do any great matters. 


Our attempts, with the 
ppearance of such coldness and irresolution, 


will not so much as make persons think of 
yielding; they will hardly be sufficient to put it 
into their minds. 
difference and cowardice, does, as it were, call 
for and provoke oppositions. 


The appearance of such in- 


Our misery is want of zeal and courage: for 


not only through want of them, does all fail that 
we cease to attempt, but it prevents our attempt- 
it 
of Christ. 
w 
is 
religion, many difficulties are found out, that 
are in the way, and a great many objections are 
started, and it may be, it is put off from one to 
another ; but nobody does any thing. Andfafter 


ng any thing very remarkable for the kingdom 
Hence, oftentimes it has been, that 
hen any thing very considerable, that is new, 
proposed to be done for the advancement of 


his manner, good designs or proposals have 


oft-ntimes failed, and have sunk as soon as pro- 


Whereas if we had Mr. Whitefield’s 


rosed. 


zeal and courage, what could not we do, with 
euch a blessing as we might expect ?—President 
Edwards. 





[From the Sabbath School Treasury. ] 


COURTESY ; ABRAHAM A GENTLEMAN, 


My young reader may think the appellation 


polite, as applied to this grave and remarkable 
old man, as rather singular, and not less singu- 


ar that I should call him a genleman. But he 


was so indeed. Not that he wore the dress or 
made the flourishes of a modern beau. 
might not have been able to handle a cane as 
genteelly; or make a bow as fashionably; or 
drink a glass of wine as politely as some now 
c 
are essential to true politeness. 
consists as much in the feeling of the heart, as 
in any external conduct. 
ward graces of one’s deportment, if the heart 
is not filled with warm and generous emotion ? 
Of what use are a man’s polite salutations and 
gentec! attentions, if they belie the heart; if 
his soul has no sympathy with them. 


He 


But none of these things 
This quality 


alled gentlemen. 


What are all the out- 


True politeness essentially consists in a re- 


spectable deference for the characters, and in 
an heartfelt and manifested interest in the wel- 


fare of others. ‘True politeness is the external 


evidence of the dominion of “ the law of kind- 


ness” over the heart. 

But let us look at Abraham’s character in ref- 
I wil! appeal to only a sin- 
This was his recep- 
tion of the three strangers, mentioned in the 
“And when 
he saw them he ran to meet them.” He did 
not remain in churlishness or sullenness or sloth 
in his tent. He was deeply interested in show- 
ing them attention, for he ranto do it. And as 
he drew near, his salutation was not abrupt or 
obtrusive ; but in the highest degree courteous 
and respectful. “He bowed himself to the 


ground, and said; My Lord, if now I have found 
favor in thy sight, pass not away I pray thee, 
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from thy servant.” He politely invites them to 
find shelter from the beat under the shadow of 
a tree, which probably overhung histent. And 
he proceeds at once to offer more substantial 
testimony of his kindness. “And I will fetch a 
morsel of bread and comfort ye your bearts.” 

See too the diligence and earnestuess of this 
good man in his polite attention to his guests. 
“And Abraham haslened” to his wife with the 

e “to make ready quickly,” the cakes for 
the entertainment. “ And he ran to the herd” 
for acalf, tender and good. And the young 
man, directed by his master, “hasled to dress 
it.” And when the preparations were made, 
Abraham sets the food before his guests, and 
“stood by,” under the tree, kindly attentive to 
whatever might be their further wants. And 
when their interview was ended, their polite 
and hospitable host “went with them to bring 
them on their way.” 

1. How amiable and lovely is a courteous 
spirit. Whocan contemaia the generous hos- 
pitality and kindness of this venerable patriarch 
without heartfelt commendation ? here is 
something so attractive and winning in this 
conduct, that my young friends cannot read 
and ponder upon the scene without feeling a 
greater respect and more affectionate interest 
in this good old man, than could have been oth- 
erwise the case. 

2. We can see a reason why courlesy should 
be enjoined by divine authority. “Be court- 
eous.” 1 Pet.iii.8. It renders the character 
attractive. Founded on Christian principle and 
feeling, it endears men to each other. It wins 
respect. It gives influence. It may therefore, 
be very subservient to the cause of religion. 
How much more can one do to recommend pi- 
ety, who displays the polite, hospitable, and en- 
gaging gene re of Abraham, than one who 
is clownish and rude, or gloomy and forbidding 
in his manners. 

3. Let me urge the divine injunction, on all 
my young friends, “Be courteous.” What 
happy scenes would universal obedience to this 

ept present! What an ornament to youth- 
Sol ebarseter! How would it endear yguth to 
their parents, friends, associates, and communi- 
ty at large. Springing from right principles, it 
would piease the Lord. Abraham’s courtesy 
and generous hospitality, won the interest of 
his illustrious visitors, and one of them was the 
Lord! Emulate, dear youth, this good old man, 
this courteous and venerable patriarch. His 
hospitality, kindness and piety, have been re- 
warded by a welcome to the world of glory. 
Likeness to him will give you a similar inherit- 
ance. H. 


From the Sunday-Schoo] Record. 
WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE? 


During the last summer there was a revival in 
——, and among those who became pious were 
seven members of the Sabbath school. Five 
of these seven belonged to one class, consisting 
of six individuals. This class was taught by 
Miss , the instructors of the common 


[APRIL, 


Qn inquiring in regard to the manner in 
which Miss ——- instructed her class, I was told 
“she is very faithful, and every week endeav- 
ours to impress the truth upon the hearts and 
consciences of her hearers and she doubtless 
prayed for them inher closet. In that Sabbath- 
school were more than one hundred scholars, 
and some eleven or twelve teachers, but there 
were found among them all, only these seven, 
who repented of their sins and gave themselves 
to Christ. Now I should like to inquire, What 
makes the difference? Were are a hundred chil- 
dren who have the same portion of Scripture to 
study from week to week, they use the same 
question book, hear the same preaching, and so 
far as appears, are equally well instructed at 
home; many of them are serious and solemn, and 
seem to feel the strivings of the spirit but only 
seven submit to God, and five of those from a 
single class. Again I would ask, what makes 
the difference between this and the other classes 
in that school? Most of the teachers I believe 
are pious. 

It may throw some light on the subject, if I 
state further, that this same teacher once had a 
class in the Sabbath-school at C >» and 
during the last summer she heard from that 
class, that every one of them had ,become the 
friends of God, 
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UNIVERSALISM. 
“ The tree is known by ils fruits.” 

The first of the following articles was written by a 
Universalist preacher, and communicated to a aniver- 
salist paper published in Hartford; and Universal- 
ist cannot reject the testimony of their own witness- 
es. ‘The writer is one who professes to be a minister 
of Jesus Christ, and who has been engaged for some 
time in this city in his master’s service. He appears 
to be as deeply interested in the welfare of our youth, 
and others who are bliad enough to follow him as the 
preacher of old was in the happiness of our first pa- 
rents, when he said unto the woman, “ye shall not 
surely die.” We would caution those who are listen- 
ing to the joyful news that there is no hell, that perad_ 
venture they may never find the way to Heaven. We 
hope you will examine this letter from your spirituay 
guide, and see how it compares with the pure pre- 
cepts that Christ taught his followers, and see, after 
you have read the statement that follews it (which we 
are assured is true,) if you can be satisfied with a re- 
ligion that tolerates such things from the lipa ofits min- 
isters. 

[From the Register. ] 

In the “ Religious Enquirer” of the 24th inst a 
consumptive and billious paper, published at Hart- 
ford, an article appears yar f be written by 
one “ Theophilus Fisk‘” to the Editor; which con- 
tains, among other items of important news, the fol. 
lowing. 

“ At a late meeting of the Presbyterian Soeiety in 
Woodbridge, the Universalist members out-v the 
Orthod lected their own officers—and appropri- 





school in the place, and one of the rem 
two who became pious in the Sabbath-school, 


was one of her pupils, 





ated the church, which is a beautifu) building, nearly 
new, to the worship of that God, ‘ who is the saviour 
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of all men.’ The society bas a fund of about five 
thousand dollars. ‘The yterians now must ei- 
ther leave the society or pay taxes to the support of 
Universalist preaching. ‘ The end thereof is not yet,’ 
this is‘ the beginning of sorrow.’ Let not the Uni- 
versalists build any more churches, it is much easier to 
ballot for a church than to build one.” 
Rev. Theo. Fisk. 


We would not trouble you Mr. Editor, with any 
animadversions on the above silly and impertinent ar- 
ticle, were there not some few people abroad, who 
may give a sort of half way credence to the Apochry 
phal authority of Mr. Fisk who would give no credit 
to the sayings of the new pledged Editor himsel of 
the Religious Inquirer. As it is, perhaps any reply to 
him is a work of supererogation—for his reg 
pot distinctly understand whiether he, like his worthy 


redecessor, will not prefer that his correspondents 
should confine themselves to fiction rather than to 
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But to the article in question. Let us see how a 
plain tale will putitdown. Some days since the Con- 
gregational society of Bethany (Woodbridge,) voted 
to alter the time of holding their annual meeting from 
December to the first Wednesday in March, and also 
at the same time passed a resolution that five days no- 
tice should be given by the society’s committee, pre- 
vious to holding the same. [t would seem that the 
committee forgot to perform this newly assigned duty, 
and accordingly neither posted any notices themselves, 
nor coguaned any to do so for them. It appears how- 
ever a notice was put up by some unanthorized person 
and the Universalists prepared to execute a long con- 





tracted scheme accordingly. By dint of hard riding 
and strong liquor, a few recrnits were assembled at an | 


wy he ata tavern near the meeting house, the keys 
of 


church were procured, and whilst the Congre- 
gationalists were considering out,of dooys, the lawful- 
ness and expediency of hulding a Society's meetin 
under an illegal warning,—the Universalists enone 
from the tavern, suddenly entered the house, opened 
the meeting, elected a society and bank Committee, a 
Clerk, Treasurer, &c. all in ten minutes, and forth- 
with adjourned to the aforesaid tavera—where no- 
thing more was heard of them until evening—when 
some of them repaired to the school house in another 
of the town, where the rector of an ee 
hurch was to hold an evening lecture. Here a 
barracading the school house, threatening and frighten- 
ing sundry.elderly females and young boys, and enact- 
ing other brave feats, they retired to talk over the 
ievements of the day. No resolutions were passed 
touching the appropriation of the “ beautiful” meeting 
house, “ nearly new,” to any object whatever, and 
the funds were all left in statu quo—none of them be- 
ing voted to the support even of Mr. Fisk. 
“The end thereof is not yet.” A new meeting, le- 
ply warned and has been subsequently held—oflicers 
ve been legally chosen—the new recruits have been 
expelled the society, some as being Universalists, and 
a few respectable men, as being disaffected, as was 
thought to the welfare of the Congregationalists.— 
This is the real “ beginning of sorrow” tothe Univer- 
salists. We presume they will speedily find it a more 
difficult task, to obtain actual possession of the church- 
es of other denominations, than it is “to ballot” for 
them. No doubt Mr. Fisk, in reality entertains sim- 
ilar sentiments, whatever his advice may be, for it ap- 
pears that instead of assembling, what Lorenzo Dow 
would call his “ rag-tag and bob-tailed forces,” to bal- 
lot for one of the New Haven churches, he is actually 
hunting up a building lot, whereon to erect a Univer- 
salist Insurance Office, of which he will act as Presi- 
dent, at a salary of five hundred dollars per annnm. 
When Messrs. Fisk and Andrews feel disposed to 
ublish any more pleasant fables respecting Wood- 
ridge, we should advise their withholding those pa- 





pers containing them from wus; and always to locate 


on the Creation. 729 


their anecdotes as far as possible from their readers. 
It is but a short time since we were wonderfully edifi- 
ed and enlightened with the account of a debate, pub- 
lished in the * Enquirer,” said to have taken place in 
this town, between Dr. Tailor and the Rev. Mr. Cur- 
tis on the one part, and Mr. Noyes, a Universalist 
preacher, on the other,—und which was remarkable 
only, for containing what Mr. Noyes would have said 
at the time, could he have only spoken as well as he 
wrote afterwards,—and an almost utter forgotfulness 
of what Messrs. Taylor and Curtis did actually say. 
When the report of the discussion re thany, 
it was immediately understood as a shallow attempt, 
on the part of Mr, Noyes, at popularity among hi 
brethren He has not since been seen, or his specta- 
cles either, (we grieve to say it) by any of the inhabit- 
ants of WOODBRIDGE. 


“THE CHILD'S BOOK ON THE CREA- 
TION—The first of a Series of Works on the 
Bible, on a similar plan.” By Rev. Cuares 
A. Goopricu. 


We have given this little book a careful perusal— 
and the impression left on the mind is one of unmin- 
gled approbation and pleasure. ‘Though small in 
compass, it is vast in object and design, and many 
striking thoughts are elicited of the grandeur and pow- 
er of God, as viewed in the works of his hand.—Great 
care has been taken to discriminate between probabil- 
ity and certainty, between conjecture and discovery— 
thus guarding the youthfal mind from the effects of re- 
ceiving what may be presented in the form of fiction, 
with the same credit they bestow upon facts. 

The author has suspended his design of completing 
the series upon the reception which this first number 
shal] receive from the public. We sincercly hope that 
he will be induced to continue the work, and meet 
with ample encouragement from the public generally, 
as well as from the friends of religion and Sabbath 
Schools. The book is profitable for instruction to all. 
—Read it, and judge for yourselves. It can be procur- 
ed, at the Sabbath School Depository of Messrs. Dur- 
rie & Peck, of this city, by whom it is published. 


We understand that the building hitherto occupied 
as the Chatham Theatre, Chatham street, New York, 
has been hired for ten years, and is to be fitted up asa 
church. The enterprise is undertaken by some gen- 
tlemen from the Rev. Mr. Parker’s church, anda third 
Free Presbyterian church is to be formed there, over 
which the Rev. Mr. Finney has consented to settle as 
Pastor. This will be the second colony from that 
church within two years from its commencement. 

The expenses of purchasing the lease and fitting up 
the building, amounting to about $8000, are defrayed 
by the contributions of the friends of the cause at large, 
upon the condition of its being open for holding thean- 
niversaries of the leading religious societies. 

Thus, an extensive hold of wickedness is broken up, 
accommodation is afforded to the religious community, 
and a new church is formed in a part of the city where 
it isvery much needed. The place is capable of con- 
taining about 2500 people and an effort is making t 
have it ready for the anniversaries in may next. These 
Free Church people drive ahead to some purpose. 

D. 
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{For the Religous Intelligencer. } 
INDIAN MEETING. 

Mr. Editor,—Permit me through the medium of 
your paper, to suggest a few thoughts in reference to 
n meeting of a very interesting character, which I had 
the pleasure of attending on Sabbath evening last, in 
the Methodist church in this city. The Rev. Mr. Case 
the superintendent of the Methodist Mission, Upper 
Canada, (who, it will be recollected, interested our 
citizens a few years since with the performances of 
several Indian children, and by that means gave 
abundant evidence of the success of his labors among 
those poor degraded beings,) was present at the meet- 
ing in company with two native preachers, one a Mo- 
hawk and the other a Chippeway. Mr. Case gave a 
very interesting statement of the progress of the mis- 
sion cause among the different tribes with which he 
has been laboring, and stated a number of facts, illus- 
trative of the happy effects of the gospel of Christ 
upon the habits and character of the Indians. But, if 
1 am not mistaken, the chief interest of the meeting 
consisted in the exercises performed by the Indians 
themselves. ‘To me it was truly delightful to behold 
two converted red men, seated in the house of God, 
in the midst of a christian community, who but a few 
years since were roaming wild among the hills and 
dales of their own native forests, ignorant of God and 
the bible, with no higher purpose than the gratification 
of their sensual appetites—with no other church than 
aalill, and no better God than their whiskey ; such a 
sight, I repeat, was truly delightful. But to hear from 
their own lips the language of piety was still more 
cheering. One of the Indians being unacquainted 
with the English language, made a short address in his 
native tongue which was interpreted by Mr. Case. 
The other, after speaking a few moments in his own 
language, gave avery entertaining address in tolera- 
ble English. He said that about seven yesrs ago, one 
Peter Jones, (a converted Indian) came among his 
people and had a meeting, and he went in to see what 
he had to say. He was then a poor drunken Indian, 
always wandering in the woods. and thought when he 
died, he should “go away where the sun set,” along 
with all ‘his brethren, and find “plenty buffalo and 
good hunting ground.” But this Peter Jones said 
in the meeting, that there was two places where all 
people would goto: one very dark bad place, and one 
narrow way which go up to very good place. This, 
said he, made me feel very bad in bere, (putting his 
hand upon his heart,) [ felt I was very bad, and I think 
great deal ‘bout what I hear at the meeting; when I 
go home, four days and four nights I think very much, 
could not sleep and eat much; by and bye I go to 
‘nother meeting—call them prayer meeting. ‘There 
T feel very bad, knee] down with some others and pray 
to God; by. and bye, I get up, feel better, feel very 
good, love God ; I feel very light, could run very fast, 
-every thing seem new, did not want to go any more 
in the woods, but want to stay with white people and 
goto meeting. Afler making this brief statement of 
his. own conversion, he said, “‘ Dear white brethren 
and sisters, we thank you very much for what you 
have done for us poor Indians. You send us mission- 


ariee and von eend the bible: we very glad and thank 


Indian Meeting. 
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God. You see your prayers have been answered, the 
Indians no more drink whiskey and get drunk, but 
now we pray to God and love one another. I cannot 
talk with my brother here, (putting his hand on the 
shoulder of his'companion,) I dont understand his 
language, I cannot talk with you much, but soon we 
all go up to God, and then there is but one language.” 
It was stated by Mr. Case, that this Indian immediate- 
ly after his conversion started into the wilderness, 
and went seven hundred miles into the interior, preach- 
ing Christ to his brethren, and that ever since he had 
been constantly engaged in spreading the knowledge 
of his Savior, and doing good as he had opportunity. 
Qg@anecdote related of him, while in this city, it may 
not be amiss to state Something was said in his 
hearing about Universalism, when he immediately 
asked what it was; and being told that there were 
men among us who taught that all men, good, bad 
and indifferent, would finally arrive at heaven, and 
that that was Universalism, he shook his head and said, 
{ should think it must make a great many bad people. 
At another time he asked, if those people who disturb- 
ed the meeting by getting up and going out were not 
Universalists ; saying that the drunken Indians did nev- 
er go out from meeting until after the blessing was 
pronounced. And again in the evening he was much 
disturbed, saying, that he was afraid of those Univer- 
salists. It is not strange that an unprejudiccd mind 
should imbibe such ideas of the legitimate tendency 
of this absurd doctrine. 

But to conclude. What an interesting spectacle 





must such a scene be to angels, who are abroad in the 


world on their embassy of mercy? What an interest- 
ing spectacle to the eye of the Saviour who sits enthror- 
ed amid heaven’s songs? Whata delightful scene for 
the admiring throng of the redeemed, to behold the 
wandering and debased Indian returning from his vi- 
cious and licentious habits, and following in the foot- 
steps of the Saviour? I carinot but rejoice with my 
Methodist brethren iv the abundant success which has 
thus far attended their labors among the Indians ; and 
I apprehend that if we could but be permitted to as- 
cend some mountain top, overreaching the vast extent 
of country now inhabited by these Indian tribes, and 
witness the change which the introduction of the Gos- 
pel has effected, we should say, God speed you. Con- 
template for a moment what these tribes were—revel- 
ing in the blood of each other, destroying the lives of 
their own children, subjecting the tender female to the 
most brutal and slavish servitude, rioting in drunken- 
ness aud debauchery, and under this load of guilt paas- 
ing into the presence of their final judge—and then 
contemplate what they now are; reformed, christian- 
ized, and temperate in their habits. Instead of the 
war whoop and the murderous yell, the voice of praise 
and thanksgiving to God now reverberates through 
their vallies and echoes from their mountain tops.— 
They have schools and churches, they live in the en- 
joyment of christian friendship, animated like other 
Christians with the hopes of the gospel. 

But let us lift up for a moment the curtain which 
separates from eternity, and with the eye of faith be- 
hold hundreds and thousands of ransomed spirits from 
among these red men of the forest, channting around 
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the Redeemer’s throne, and striking their harps to the | are 
everlasting song of redemption, and how does the sub- 
ject magnify before us!—how are we constrained to 
renew our efforts and dovote our whole lives to the 
great business of spreading the knowledge of the Sa- 
yiour's name! Let us who profess to love Christ, 
and enjoy the privileges of this happy land, be up and 
doing our master’s will, so that when he comes at the 
jast day, we, with the millions of every tribe from ev-} mo 


adapted to produce convictions of sin and lead to 


repentance. 

It may not be amiss in this connection to state a fact, 
which we have already heard mentioned in public and 
believe it to be well authenticated. A minister from 
New England recently preaching to a congregation in 
England, was describing the exercises of a new born 
soul: a member of the church at the close of the ser- 


n remarked, that it was not possible that such feel- 


ery quarter of our globe,may be gathered into mansions | ings were necessary to constitute a Christian, for he 
of eternal rest, there forever to unite with one language | had been a professor of religion fourteen years, and 


in celebrating the praises of our great Redeemer. 


had never experienced any thing of the kind! This 


A Feiexp to tne Ixpians. | anecdote tends to illustrate what we have said respect- 
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ing the want of discrimination in preachers. 
These deficiencies are to be ascribed in part , we pre 


THE CLAIMS OF EUROPE UPON AMERICA| sume, to the defectiveness in their Theological views. 


FOR THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. w 

In estimating the number of nations to the conver- | of 
son of which, the efforts of the christian world are to 
be directed, we usually limit our views to those who 
have never received the light of the gospel—The six 


is 


ithout aclear perception of the nature and extent 
human obligation, it is impossible to enforce it. 


Unless we feel that mankind are lying under a law 
which though they have broken they might have kept, 
and may now obey ; that their departure from holiness 


not an accidental misfortune, for which they are 


hundred millions, whose immortal interests furnish so 
rather to be pitied than blamed, and not a voluntary 


strong an appeal to our benevolence, are exclusive 
of such communities as are wholly or partially chris- 
tianized—But among this latter class there is still a 


choice of a course of disobedience to the commands of 
God; it is not impossible with any confidence to 
charge their guilt upon them and call them to repent- 


large proportion, who have no knowledge of Chris- 
ance. Unless we believe that salvation may be at- 


tianity, except as united with error, and upon whom 


tained by any one, it is inconsistent to make a free of- 


its influence is so hindered by the profligacy and cor- 
fer and enforce the charge of guilt for rejecting it. 


mption of its friends and followers, that it becomes an 


These are conceived to be the difficulties by which 


object even of loathing and disgust. The nations of . es . 
Europe, to a large part of whom this description will the preaching of the gospel is hindered = England. 
apply, have a strong claim to our sympathy, and ought Their interest is excited by accounts which they re- 
to participate in the efforts of christian benevolence. | °°'V® of revivals with us—the inquiry seems to be 
In taking a partial review of this subject, we will made, why these things do not take place among 
first glance at England, not as belonging to the class them! We believe there are praying hearts there, 
we have named, but as holding the highest rank among and hope that in the course of their inquiries they will 
‘ discover that there are no circumstances so intimate- 


the nations of the eastern continent with respect to re- 
ligion and morality. She may, from these circum- 
stances, rensonably be expected to exhibit to them the 
example of what a christian nation ought to be: but 


ly 


connected with these results, as the clear and faith- 


ful exhibition of truth, accompanied by a spirit of ear- 
nest prayer. 


Bat the christians of England are men of enlarged 


with all the influence of her government thrown into ‘ , rg 
the scale of political protestantism, there is much want- feelings, and the reports of their benevolent societies 
ing to render her efficient as an example to others. Her tell us that they are not backward im listening to the 

calls of the destitute. And irik itis mot an as- 


establishment is especially deficient in what constitutes 


the most effectual part of ecclesiastical influence—the * 


unption to say that the Church of Great Britain is at 


this moment doing more for the salvation of the heath- 


power which converis men to God. In many of her 
then world, than for the condition of her own popula- 


churches, as is well known, active vital piety scarcely 
can be said to exist; or if it does, it is almost Jost amidst 
the surrounding corruption and worldliness—But with 
those churches where the spirit of the Gospel does ex- 
ert its sanctifying influence, upog both ministers and 
people, whether in the establishment or among dissent- 
ing denominations, there are deficiences, which limit 
very much their nsefulness—We refer to the want of} » 


ti 


on. 8. D 


(To be continued.) 





For the Religious Intelligencer, 
“A TIME TO DANCE.” 
Mr. Fditor,—Ofien has the humble follower of Je- 
as been pained by witnessing the “ refuges of lies” 


closeness and discrimination in the manner of present- 
ing truth, and to the defectiveness of the Theological 
views generally prevalent. 

A gentleman who recently visited London, and who 
had full opportunities for observation, states that in 
presenting the gospel, it does not come with powerful 
appeals to the consciences of the wicked, as a class 


to which men often run in order to hush their own 
consciences, and to defend themselves in the eyes of 
the world. Nothing is plainer than that the whole 
tenor of the word of God is opposed to the practice of 
dancing as it exists at the present day. But notwith- 
standing this, many persons who profess their belief 
in the divine origin of the Bible, and even I have 





distinct from the righteous ; neither are there present-| known some mothers, professors of Religion, who 
ed such views of the obligations and responsibilities of | jooking on their daughters with all the emotions which 





men, arising from their relations to the law of God, as 


beantiful forms and enltivated minds could excite, 
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have gone to the Holy Scriptures and endeavored 
from them to draw authority for the practice “ Why,” 
say they, “ the Bible tells us there is ‘a time to dance,’ 
and I see no reason why we should refrain from so in- 
enocent an amusement.” Every one at all acquainted 
with the customs of the ancient Jews, knows that the 
kind of “dance” referred to, was a very different 
thing from what it is found to be now, at our public 
assembly rooms. But setting this aside, and allowing 
that the word “ dance” as used in scripture is perfect- 
ly applicable to the species of amusement now known 
by the same name, I would inquire what this “ time” 
is? Itis evident that itis not at all times, for in the 
same text* it is mentioned that there are times to per- 
form various other duties. And does any one seri- 
ously inquire when this time is? and knowing it may 
say that it may be every ball or dancing party which 
comes in their way? To such I weuld say, listen a 
moment, and I will inform you of a way by which 
you can determine, without a shadow of doubt deter- 
mine “the time to dance.” Retire alone to your clos- 
set, and prepare yourself for silent and solemn reflec- 
tion. Think of God and all his attributes, of his love, 
of his hatred of sin. Think that you are alone with 
him, and that he is looking into the most secret reces- 
ses of your heart. Think of the hour of death, of the 
dark valley through which no mortal can accompany 
you. Think of the Day of Judgment and of the de- 
cisions of that day. Think of heaven with its glo- 
ries and hell with its pains. Think also of the various 
other subjects to which these would naturally lead. 
Let each one sink deep into your mind, reflect much 
and solemnly upon them. Then anticipate as far as 
js in your power the pleasure of the evening. Com- 
pare them with the holy enjoyments of the redeemed. 
Think, then, of the bearing which that moment's de- 
cision may have on your eternal destiny. Kneel then 
before your God. Tell him you desire his direction ; 
and leave not your retirement for the ball until with 
unwavering voice and a firm conviction of duty, you 
can solemnly call your Maker to witness the holiness 

of the motives which prompt you to do so. 
if, Mr. Editor, such a course be followed, I have 
no doubt but that every friend of balls will find that 
the inspired writer never advocated them, and that to 
themselves there will never come “a time to dance.” 

Juventus. 


Georgia Guard.—On last Tuesday, a company of 
the Georgia Guard visited a school in this place under 
the care of Miss Sawyer, a missionary under the 
American Board. It had been understood by them 
that she had given instruction to a little black boy and 
had tanght him to read the Bible. Miss Sawyer was 
warned by a Sergeant who commanded the Guard, to 
forthwith desist from teaching the black boy. It ap- 
pears that at the last sitting of the Legislature of Geor- 
gia, an act was passed making it unlawful to give in 
struction to any black person in the State, ander the 

enalty of a fine not less than $1000 nor exceeding 
$5000 and imprisonment until the fine is paid, for 
every such offence. Whether Miss Sawyer had ever 
heard of the existence of such a law, before she took 
the boy into the school we are not able to say; but it 
is very likely she never had. She was promised to be 
arraigned at-the next Superior Court in the newly 


Selection of a Tract Field at the West. 
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doyf Gioauadh, goodied ds panies teaching 
y is , provi rsists in i 
the boy.—Cherokee Phenic. “8 

Revival of Suttees—It is well known that Lord 
William Bentdick, the enlightened Governor-general 
of India, by a proclamation which will immortalize 
his name, put down the practice of Suttees (or the 
burning-of widows.) It seems however that the pro- 
clamation of a governor-general of India does not 
receive the force of a law until it has obtained the 
sanction of the Directors at home; this, it appears, 
(we state the fact on the authority of Mr. Bucking. 
ham.) they have in this instance actually refused to 
give ; in consequence the practice is revived and wid- 
ows are now again burnt in India with impunity ! 

Falmouth paper. 


SELECTION OF A TRACT FIELD AT THE 
WEST. 





Young Ladies’ Tract Socirty, Brooklyn, New York. 
A Young Ladies’ Society was formed at Brookl 
New-York, March 5, with the above object-—-the first 
of this character which to our know has been 
formed in the country. It has been constituted with 
special reference to a destitute in Illinois, where 
a devoted missio is laboring, who with the christ- 
ians around him, is ready to supply every family 
monthly with Tracts, but they have not the pecuniary 

ability to procure them. 

Is not this object one that claims general attention 1 
Should every Tract Society in the northern and east- 
ern states, and the Young Ladies of every church, each 
select and supply in this manner some destitute county 
or township or neighborhvod at the south or west, 
(perhaps where their own friends or acquaintances 
reside,) who can calculate the amount of good that 
would be accomplished ? 

Mr. Wm. Yonge, Agent for the American Tract 
Society in the south west part of Ohio, has given the 
names of twenty three destitute townships, where the 
Monthly Distribution is commenced—all of which 
need aid. They contain 3,750 and the aid requisite 
for supplying each township for a year, will, on an av- 
erage, be about twelve dollars. “ Will not Tract So- 
cieties and friends at the east,” he asks, “ take such a 


robably to hve 
souls. tiheat tes y 


they ma 
great va -* Each wil have a spot in the moral vine- 
ard to cultivate, the influence of which may be felt 
y generations to come. How pleasant must it be, 
at the hour of secret prayer, to fix the mind on a spot 
thus selected, where the twelve dollars saved from 
some unnecessary expense is telling to 200 families, or 
1200 souls, monthly, the tale of Calvary, and pointing 
them to the “ Lamb of God who taketh away the sins 
of the world”—souls who they will never see until the 
trumpet shall sound ; but who will there hail them as 
the means under God of their salvation.” ; 
The Committee of the American Tract Society will 
gladly appropriate donations of the above character 
or any portion of the country that may be selected. 
The name and address of some active friend of religion 
residing in the place to be supplied, should, if possible, 
be communicated with the donation. 


Tracts made the instrument of a Revival of Religion. 

A very respectable and pious man, says an Agent in 
North Carolina, informed me that a few poms 0, a 
bundle of Tracts was sent into his neigh hood and 





* Ecl. iii. 1—8. 


romiscuously circulated. ‘The distribution was fol- 
— by a revival of religion, as the result of which 
sixteen or eighteen persons united with the church. 
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REVIVALS. 


Rocarster.—Rev. Mr. Loss has furnished us 
with the following interesting letter from a 
friend at Rochester. Nothing, we presume, was 
further frou the writer’s thought, than to have 
his letter published, but the extracts below are 
too interesting to be withheld.—West. Rec. 


Rochester, March, 12, 1832. 

My pear Baorner—A new and a blessed era 
has dawned upon the Sabbath school cause in 
Rochester. Christians have at last been oblig- 
ed to admit that the door of salvation is not shut 
tothe lambs of the flock. I have been over- 
whelmed and confounded in view of my own 
unbelief in reference to this mater. This night 
have 1 heard the lispings of the Redeemer’s 

ise from infant lips. This night, out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings, have I seen the 
praise of God perfected. It was the night of 
our Sabbath school concert. More than sev- 
enty souls, among the scholars of different 
schools in the village, were reported as having 
been hopefully converted during the last month. 
A number of interesting circumstances connect- 
ed with their conversion ; such as the agonizing 
prayers of the converted children for their teach- 
ers; for the unconverted children of their re- 
spective classes; for the Sabbath schools, their 
parents, their brothers and sisters, &c. were re- 
lated by the teachers, which were sufficient to 
melt the heart of a stone. One incilent was 





related which I will mention here. 
Last Sabbath, the Sabbath school children of 
the baptist school, who were anxious about their 


souls, were requested to stay during the inter- 
mission, for the prayers of God's children. A 
number stayed; and with them appeared a 
aa bee ps sinner, who said that two of his 

ys had recently been converted in the Snab- 
bath school, and that God had made them in- 
stranents of awakening their father, who had 
grown grey in theservice of the devil, to seek 
the face and favour of his offended God. 

After this and other similarly affecting inci- 
dents had been mentioned, an opportunity was 
given to the members of the Sabbath school 
present, to tell what the Lord had done for their 
souls, which was improved in a manner that was 
perfectly astonishing to all who heard them ; 
and which was calculated to remove all doubt, 
ifany remained, that children could be con- 
verted. 

Taken all in all, it was a glorious meeting. 
Rejoicing filled the whole assembly, and [ only 
feared that it would be without trembling ; that 
teachers, so far from realizing that increasing 
responsibility was thrown upon them in their 
duty to train them up for God would feel, that so 
far as the scholars of their charge were couvert- 
el to God, so far their responsibility was remov- 
ed. Many animated addresses were had upon 
the occasion. But the exercises were shorten- 
ed for want of time, and consequently a whole 
acy was set apart for continuation of the meet- 
ing. Our concert included the presbyterian 
and baptist schools. 

A still, but deep and powerful work of grace 


is goiug on amorg us. The Lord is in our 
midst, end sinners bow to the mild sceptre of 


Revivals. 





783 
. 


king Immanuel. The work extends to the 
methodist, baptist, and presbyterian churches; 
all of which share largely in the rich blessing 
of God, 

The protracted meeting was an attempt at 
union ; and in part sicceeded. It commenced 
inthe baptist church, where it continued seven 
days; presbyterian ministers and laymen as- 
sisting. During the time it was ostensibly in 
the baptist church, on account of the small size 
of their house, it was for a number of evenings 
removed to the second presbyterian. The see- 
ond week it was removed to the first presbyte- 
rian church; preaching by presbyterian and 
baptist ministers, But little help from abroad. 
At the close of the secoud week, it was remov- 
ed to the 21; preaching only in the evening; 
inquiry and prayer meetings during the day; 
and thus it is continued tll the present time, 
(fifth week from its commencement), with evi- 
dent tokens of divine favour. Between the 
* working men” of the baptist and presbyterian 
churches there seems to be a hearty union.— 
The Methodist have also had a meeting, and 
hundreds are said to have been hopefully con- 
verted. 

The first Sabbath in the month was commun- 
ion in the presbyterian churches, and I believe 
in the baptist. Ihave not heard the number 
that united with any of the churches, excep- 
the 2d presbyterian. That was forty. Anoth- 
er communion was appointed for last Sabbath 
in that church ; when twenty three united. An- 
other still is appointed for next Sabbath. 


Bedford Co. Va.—A correspondent of the 
Southern Religious Telegraph, gives an interest- 
ing account from that quarter. Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell, of Lynchburg, preached two days at 
Pisgah church, Feb. 16 and 17, and several be- 
came anxious. On the four following days, he 
preached at Bethel, where the spirit of God 
was presect. 

The preacher, as on former occasions, and 
we thought with more earnestaves, urged upon 
his dying fellow men the necessity of inmmediate 
repentance and submission to Christ. Two, we 
hope, were brought to submit their hearts to 
him, and made the subject of his grace. Elev- 
en were admitted to the church. On Wednes- 
day, he preached again at Pisgah, and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper. Two were admitted 
to the church by profession, and one by certifi- 
cate. It was truly a solemn and interesting sea- 
son. Very many, who twelve months ago 
were enemies to God, were now celebrating the 
love of their Lord and Master—a scene over 
which angels no doubt rejoiced; and we could 
truly say that to us it appeared the gate of hea- 
ven. Seventy six persous have been added to 
the Pisgah church, since the 17th of last March. 
About the same number, | think, have been ad- 
mitted to the Bethel church. This was the 
commencement of the great revival in Bedford 
in which all denominations shared largely. 

Probably you would ask—-* What sort of 
cbristians will these converts make ?” I answer 
many of them ure patterns of piety for older 
christians. They appear to be more active and 
zealous than some who are older members of 
the church. 
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* From the New-York Evangelist. 
REVIVALS ON LONG ISLAND. 


Mr. Editor,—During the year past, the east- 
ern part of Long Island has presented a scene 
of religious interest which has seldom been ex- 
ceeded, since the days of the apostles. Events 
which have gladdened the hearts of saints on 
earth, and angels in heaven, have passed before 
us in such rapid succession, as to appear in the 
retrospect, more like a bewildering dream, than 
a glorious and heart cheering reality. There is 
not a single town, and scarcely a single congre- 
gation, which has not, in a greater or less de- 
gree, shared in the rich treasures of divine mer- 


cy with which we have been favored. Much/q 


do I regret, that you have not long since, been 
furnished with an accurate and vivid statement 
of what God, in his infinite mercy, has been do- 
ing amofig us. The time when this could have 
been done with advantage, bas, unhappily, gone 
by. The prominent events of the past year, are 
indeed, evgraven on many a heart, so deeply, 
that time can never erase them; but many of 
those interesting details, which serve to give 
power and life and animation to these events, 
cannot now be recalled, I shall therefore fur- 
nish merely a cursory exbibition of some of the 
the principal facts. 

In that of the Island, which lies east of 
the village of Riverhead, from 5 to 800 persons 
have within the year past, probably become the 
subjects of renewing grace. These persons are 
of all ages, from the man of grey ha:rs, down to 
the child of ten years. Much the greater por- 
tion of this number, however, are such as re- 
membered their Creator in the days of their 
youth, sought him early, while yet the heavenly 
dove had not taken his first departure, and 
found him to be a friend worthy of the earliest 
emotions of the youthful breast. 

In this revival,God has put special honor up- 
on Temperance Societies, Sabbath Schools, bi- 
ble classes, protracted meetings, and various 
other special efforts to promote his cause. The 
blessing bestowed upon particular congrega- 
tions, has been, so far as I can learn, very much 
in. proportion to the degree of cordial interest 
with which these institutions and efforts have 
been regarded. Just before the commencement 
of this gracious work, a very general and spirit- 
ed movement was made in favor of the temper- 
ance cause, and it now appears, that the reno- 
vating influences of the Spirit have been confin- 
ed almost exclusively, to those who, at that time 
took a decided stand on the side of the friends 
of temperance. I know of but one protracted 
meeting, which was not attended with the hap- 
piest results; and that was held in a church, 
which from its invincible repugnancy to temper- 
ance principles, is now quite extensively known 
by the name of the “Steamchurch.” The fail- 
ure in this case, instead of reflecting discredit 
upon protracted meetings, reminds us of the in- 
spired declaration, “and the magicians did so, 
with their enchantments,”—those a who have 
regularly enjoyed the instructions of the bible 
class, have with few exceptions, been made the 
subjects of renewing grace. The same may be 
said, in regard to the teachers of Sabbath 
Schools. 
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Most of our protracted meetings have beep 
still and solemn, to a degree almost overwhelip. 
ing ; the very atmosphere, which conveyed to 
the ear the momentous truths dropping from the 
lips of the ambassadors of Christ, has appeared 
too sacred to be breathed; and the labor} 
spirit bas been almost startled at the apprehen- 
sion that its very thoughts might inturrupt the 
solemnity of the scene, To these meetings, 
there has in general, been little opposition. If 
we except those who treat all evangelical relj- 

jon with contempt, pas have for the most 
ated regarded with cordial approbation. A re. 
rt bas been circulated, to some extent, thata 

y in Mattatuk, became delirious, in conse- 
uence of having attended a protracted meeting, 
held during the last summer in that place ; but 
it is ascertained to be an undoubted ' fact, that 
she did not even attend the meeting. It is there- 
fore a complete fabrication, designed, no doubt, 
for the putpose of infusing deadly prejudice in- 
to the minds of the weak, the ignorant, and the 
eredulous. My object in mentioning it, is mere- 
ly to show, how little dependence can be placed 
upon other reports of the same kind, which are 
now industriously circulated, through the medi- 
um of the press, by the abettors of irreligion 
and infidelity. 

The spirit that has prevailed a ministers 
and private christians, has to a consi le ex- 
tent, been such as to evince, that they felt the 
religion of Jesus Christ to be a divine and glo- 
rious reality. Ministers have preached as if 
they must have a hearing, and as if their solemn 

must be immediately obeyed. Christians 
have prayed as if they were poacing ws Aeey a 
friend in behalf of objects too great for heart to 
conceive or language to describe, and as if they 
felt, that it would be deeply criminal in them, 
to suppose that God could or would deny thei 
sts. Often, it is believed, has their language 
en, “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Israel, let it be known this day that thou ai 
God.” 

In consequence of this season of refreshing, 
the strong holds of infidelity have been shakes, 
a healthful moral influence has been increased 
and extended; feeble, desponding churches 
have been strengthened and builtup. Hell has 
been deprived of a multitude of victims, aol 
numbers escaped from the broad road to det 
truction, are pressing forward in the christian 
race, cheered by the animating prospect of er 
changing those protracted meetings, in whieb 
they first found their God and Saviour on earth 
for that great protracted meeting above, when 
they see and enjoy without a moment’s interpot 
tion their God and Saviour, forever and ever. A 
delightful christian intercourse, an intense sym 
pathy, an open hearted confidence, a warm and 
mutual esteem as favorable to the increase of pie 
ty as to spiritual enjoyment, and bearing no slight 
resemblance to the pure, benevolent, and unde 
cayed attachments of the heavenly world, havs, 
to a great extent, succeeded the criminal unbe- 
lief, the cold reserve, and cbilling apathy which 
had previously prevailed among the followe 
of Christ. 

This favored season has not yet passed awa) 
In some congregations, which, within the yee 
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revived his work afresh. During a meeting re- 
cently held in Westhampton, which was kept 
up for the space of nine or ten days, more than 
20 persons hopefully passed from death unto 
life, and more than 50 others came foward to 
the seats appropriated to anxious inquirers. In 
Southold, a meeting commencing on the 14th 
and closing on the 22d inst. was attended with 
the special presence of God. Six persons were 
ully converted, and many others were 
i In both of these places they 
are now favored with the effusions of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Pan now, my dear sir, if this hasty, and im- 
fect sketch of scenes and events, which will 
Ere in the memory of thousands, when the rev- 
olutions of states and empires shall have been 
forgotten as a dream—if this hasty sketch shall 
serve, in the smallest degree, to quicken the im- 
Ise of benevolence increase the energy of 
faith and lead to more vigorous exertions in 
behalf of a perishing world, | shall feel myself 
rewarded for the time which it has consumed. 
Oh! ye blood bought followers of Christ, what 
are you doing? Here is enough surely to 
warm the coldest heart! Here is enough to 
arouse into a flame the smallest spark of love 
to the cause of Immanuel!—Awake, ye slum- 
bering followers of him who never slumbers! 
Pray and labor, and strive and long for his tri- 
umphant reign over every heart! Do ye not 
hear the sound of his chariot wheels? Do ye 
not behold the lighting up of his coming pres- 
ence in the glimmering east? O! remember 
that if the millenium should take place in our 
own country to-morrow, it might require cen- 
turies to render it co-extensive with the vast 
lation of the globe. Awake, and feel the 
inspiring influence of those delightful anticipa- 
tions, which spring up in the heaven born soul 
when, when by the eye of faith, she wails with 
joy, the triumphant reign of Immanuel, over 
every kindred, and people, and nation, and 
tongue ! 
“The time of rest, the promised Sabbath comes ; 
Six thousand years of sorrow have, well nigh, 
Falfilfed their tardy and disastrous course, 
Over a ruined world; and what remains, 
Is merely but the working of a sea, 
Before a calm, that rocks itself to rest ; 
For, he whose car the winds are, and the clouds 
The dust that waits upon his sultry march, 
When sin has moved him, and his wrath is hot, 
Shall visit earth in mercy ; shall descend, 
Propitious, in his chariot paved with love, 
And what his storins have blasted and defaced, 
For man’s revolt, shall with a smile repair.” 
Paivenas Rosinson. 
_ Tas Revivat at Newarx.—A brother ed- 
itor thinks the revival at Newark is so powerful 
that the means by which it has been produced 
and kept up, are needless.—Doubtless he won- 
ders why there are not any such exhibitions of 
divine power, where there is no such use of 
means. The secret is, that God works by 
means, in revivals.as much asin nature. And 
to lay aside the means because the revival is 
80 powerful, would be about as wise, as for an 
engineer of the steam boat to let off his steam, 
because his vessel has got so much headway. 
™. Y. Evan. 
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AN EXCEPTIONABLE REVIVAL. 

Another paper, which is patronized by near- 
ly all the Calvinistic ministers in one of our ci- 
ties, speaks of the work at Newark, as “an ex- 
ceptionable revival.” It is wonderful to what 
an extravagance of fanaticism men are left to 
go, in their opposition to the means by which 
God is pleased to save souls, when they are not 
such as pleases their short sighted wisdom.— 
An exceptionable revival! Does the writer of 
that article know, do the ministers under whose 
explicit sanction the paper is published know, 
that every christian minister who has been on 
the ground is deeply impressed with the eviden- 
ces there exhibited, that the work is a glorious 
work of God ? How do angels feel in view of 
such displays of God’s power and grace? In 
the ecstacy of their songs over hundreds of sin- 
ners that repent, do they stop their joy, and be- 
gin to talk to one another about the means 
which God,has seen fit to use and say, “ What an 
exceptionable revival that is?” 

An exceptionable revival! Surely those who 
are such lovers of revivals, as to set up newspa- 
pers to guard their purity, ought to hesitate long 
before they even breathe in a whisper to their 
own thoughts such a phrase as this.—The pat- 
rons of that paper are referred to Messrs. Ha 
and Dickinson, of Newark, Judd, of Bloomfield, 
Spring, Rice, E. W. Baldwin, Ludlow, of New 
York, to say, whether their paragraphist has 
not greatly erred, in ming to call so 
er fest @ work of God, an “ exceptionable re- 
vival. 

Who are we, brethren, that we should take 
“exceptions” against God’s work, on account 
of the instruments he sees proper to use? Breth- 
ren, read the 40th chapter of the book of Job, 
and see how little qualified we are to judge ov- 
er the determinations of the Almighty. “ Shall 
he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct 
him ? he that reproveth God, let him — 
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DIED—In this city on the Ist inst. Mr. Charles W. 
Benedict, 24; on the 2d inst. a daughter of Mr. 
William Dwight, 15; on the 6th inst. Mr. Jared 
W. Bradley, aged 26, son of the late Jared B. Esq. ; 
on the 2d inst. a daughter of Mr. William Lanson aged 
12. 

At Hamden, on the 26th wit. Capt. Samuel B. Kings- 
ley, aged 55. 

iddlebury, on the 3d inst. Miss Diana Ells, ag- 


Died at Essex, Conn. April 2nd, William Henry, 
only son of Henry L. and Amelia P. Champlin, after 
a most distressing illness of nine days, aged two years. 

It has pleased God in his holy and wise providence to 
visit this family with severe and repeated afflictions. 
Five times has death entered their dwelling and berea- 
ved them of a darling child, and one oy is left! Five 
little ones under four years of age lie buried side by 
side. 

“ O'er four the wintry storms have past ; 

And there another rests his little head 

Fresh pillow'd ; but they feel not the keen blast! 

O’er their pale turf the whistling wind may sweep, 

There undisturb’d, sweet innocents, they sleep, 

From human passions free, from human woes. 

Yes, dear Elisabeth, they, my child, are free 

From ills that wait perhaps in store for thee.” 

“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord.”—Com. 
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POETRY. 


[From the Connecticut Observer. ] 

IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Wary do ye tear 

Yon lingering tenant from his humble home ? 

His children cling about him, and his wife 

Regardless of the wintry blast doth stand 

Watching his last, far footsteps, with the gaze 

Of speechless misery. What hath he done ?— 

In passion’s madness did he raise the steel 

Against his neighbor's breast—or in the stealth 

Of deep, deliberate malice, touch his roof 

With widely desolating flame !—No—No— 

His crime is porerty.—He hath no hoard 

Of hidden wealth from whence to satisf} 

His creditor's demand. Sickness perchance 

Did stay his arm—or adverse skies deny 

The promis’d harvest—or the thousand ills 

That throng the hard lot of the sons of toil, 

a up his spirits.—Ye indeed may hold 

is form incarcerate— but will this repair 

The trespass on your purse ?—To take away 

Tht meanis of \dbor, yet require its fruits 

In strict amount, methinks doth savour more 

Of ancient Egypt’s policy than Christ's. 

Themis, perchance, may sanction what the code 

Of Him who came to teach the law of love; 

Condemns.— How readest thou?” 

There are, who deem 

The smallest portion” of their drossy gold 

Full counterpoise for liberty and health— 

And God's free air, and home’s sweet charities. 

’Mid the gay circle round their evening fire 

They sit in luxury ailbe warbled song— 

The guest—the wine-cup the flying hours, 

Forgetful how the captive’s doth how 

Within his close-barr’d cell, or how the storm 

Doth hoarsely round his distant dwelling sweep 

* In the last Report of the “ Prison Discipline Soci- 
ety,” which contains a body of facts highly interesting 
to the jurist, ihe philanthropist and the christian, it is 
mentioned, that Ging the year 1829, in the city of 
Baltimore alone, 712 persons suffered imprisonment 
for debts ander the sum of 20 dollars. In Philadel- 
phia, during a period of 15 months, 584 were impris- 
oned for sums than 5 dollars. The united terms 
of imprisonment of seven of these men, in the sum- 
mer of 1830, amounted to 172 days, and the aggregate 
of their debts to 2 dollars 84 cents: One of lay 
in prison 32 days for a debt of fwo cen/s; and out of 
the whole seven, only one paid the sum for which he 
was committed. 

The evils which result from imprisonment for small 
debts, have awakened the attention of many of our 
State Legislatures. _New-Hampshire has abolished 
imprisonment for all debts under $13 33—Maryland 
for all under 30— New-York for debts of any amount, 
except in case of fraud—and Kentucky for all debts 
without exception during a period of nine years. Mas- 
sachusetts has aboli imprisonment for debts not 
exceeding $10, and exempted all females from this 
penalty for debts of any amount. What has Connecti- 
cul done ? 
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er famish’d babes, kneéfs shivering by their side, 
And weeping mingles with her lonely prayer. 
——-Revenge may draw upon these prison-griefs 
To pay her subsidy,—and sternly wring 
An asnry from helpless woman’s woe, 
And infancy’s distress :—but is it well 
For souls that hasten to a dread account 
Of motive and of deed, at Heaven’s high bar, 
To break their Saviour’s law ?— 
—Up, cleanse yourselves 
From this dark vestige of a barbarous age— 
Sons of the Gospel’s everlasting light! 
Nor let a brother of your sun-blest clirte, 
Rear’d in your very gates, participant 
Of freedom and salvation’s birthright, find 
Less favor than the heathen. It would seem 
That man, who for the fleeting breath he draws, 
Is still a debtor, and hath nought to pay— 
He who to cancel countless sins expects 
Unbounded clemency—’t would seem that he 
Might to his fellow-man be pitiful, 
And shéw that mercy which himself implores. 
L. H. 8. 


| re she who in their lowly bed hath wrapp’d 





It is a trite but true observation, that a wise man re- 
ceives more benefit from his enemies, than from his 
friends; from his afflictions than from his mercies; by 
which means his enemies become in effect his best 
friends, and his afflictions his greatest mercies. 


TEMPERANCE MEETING. 


The mentite meeting of the New-Haven County 
cabal Ap paths on the 3d Tuesday 
u 








(17th) of April at Hamphreysville. 
Branch Societies are requested to be seasonable m 
the appointment of Delegates. 

REMOVAL. 


The Saimer Term of Mrs. Isham’s School for 
Young Ladies will commence on the first Wednesday 
in May next. She will in the mean time temove from 
her present residence (corner of Chapel and Olive 
streets) to the more pleasant and commodious build- 
ing situated on the west side of Temple street, two 
doors north of the Green; where she will be happy to 
‘receive Young Ladies as heretofore, and carry 
forward in all the branches of a thorough education. 








Miss Saunders’s Boarding and day School for Young 
Ladies, will open in High street, on Wednesday the 
9th of may next; where the best advantages will be 
afforded for improvement in all branches taught ie 
similar Schools. 

April, 9h, 1832. 
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